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The Roycroft Inn of East Aurora
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The west elevation of the Roycroft Inn

Preface

I first became familiar with the Roycroft

Inn during a summer internship with the

Landmark Society ofWestern New York.

The project for which I had been hired

was a survey of pre-1930 buildings in

Wyoming County, New York. Due to the

distance of the work site from Rochester,
and its proximity to East Aurora, the sur

vey team spent two nights per week at the

Roycroft Inn, a property owned by the

Landmark Society. Because of my inter

ests in historic buildings and a desire to

explore design for the hospitality industry,
I decided that the Inn would be a perfect

subject for my Master's Thesis in Interior

Design.
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The Research

My work on the project began in the fall

of 1988, when I began independent re

search of the Arts and Crafts movement. I

felt that to truly understand the spirit of

the people who had created the subject of

my thesis, I needed to understand their

precedents. My study revealed to me the

anti-industrial spirit which formed the ba

sis of the movement in writings by and

about William Morris, John Ruskin, Karl

Marx and Fredrich Engels, Gustav Stick-

ley, and Elbert Hubbard. The connection

between these men (and their movement)

and Frank Lloyd Wright, the Wiener

Werkstatte, Hoffman, Macintosh and Gro-

pius also became evident as design sim

plicity and material honesty showed them

selves to be so basic to the movement.

In November of 1988, my attention turned

more specifically to the Roycrofters and

Elbert Hubbard. Because no specific vol

ume seems to exist regarding the Roycroft

Buildings or the Inn in particular, my in

formation on the Inn grew out of bits and

pieces drawn out of books on Hubbard,

The Roycrofters, their furniture, their cat

alogs, and more general books on the Arts

and Crafts Movement in Western New

York.

In early December I made arrangements

to stay at the Inn for two nights while I

photographed and field measured the in

teriors of the building. During my three

days in East Aurora I also conducted in

terviews with members of the local gov

ernment and with the Hubbard family to

determine the potential and historic uses

for the building. I was able to locate a set

of floor plans of the existing conditions

and was given a set of prints by local ar

chitect Al Fontanese. These drawings

proved to be of immense help, saving me

hours of tedious measuring and drawing.

All of the dimensions were double

checked in the public areas of the building
to insure accuracy.

With my research drawing to a close, I be
gan to consider what my approach would

be for addressing the needs of the building
and its community. Because of the need

for hotel, restaurant and meeting space in

the town, the first decision was made to

retain the building's historic use as an Inn.

Secondly, the size of the building along
with the scope of the problems which I

would need to address led me to scale

The north elevation of the Roycroft Inn



The Roycroft Inn in

down the project to encompass only the

public areas of the building and those

rooms which would support them. Upon

consideration by members of my commit

tee, it was decided that I would be short

changing the project by not addressing the
guest rooms as well as the public spaces.

To incorporate this into the project I elect

ed to focus on space planning and general

finish and furnishings considerations,

without making specific selections for

these spaces.

The Program

Based upon information obtained in an in

terview with James Berg, President of the

East Aurora Chamber of Commerce, I de

cided that dining space for 90 to 100 peo

ple would be desirable in the restaurant.

Berg suggested that community need was

60 to 70 seats, but the space available al

lows for more than that number.

Berg also suggested that banquet space for

200 to 250 would be ideal, and this is the

figure which I worked with in organizing

the space in Hubbard Hall. While such

occupancy is feasible in the hall, the re

sulting configurations were quite crowded

and their layouts unwieldy. I revised this

part of the program down to 150 seats,

which works reasonably well. The layout

which is shown on the plan in the appen

dix is for 86 people and is presented to

show the flexibility of the room by the in

clusion of a dance floor, which reduces

the possible number of seats.

The program for the kitchen was arrived

at based upon the number of dining and

banquet seats and anticipated number of

meals served at one time. The required

space and equipment was derived from

charts found in Commercial Kitchens by
the American Gas Association and from

How to Plan and Operate a Restaurant by
Peter Dukas.

My decision to remove the bar from the

reception room and create a new, smaller

bar in Alice's Office (a room used by the

second wife of Elbert Hubbard when she

managed the Inn) was the result of several

conditions. The first was that the space of

the reception / lounge was severely re

stricted by the inclusion of the bar which

now stands within it. Secondly, table ser

vice from the smaller bar would justify
higher drink prices and discourage heavy
drinkers from frequenting the Inn, thus

adding to the formal atmosphere which is

desired. Additionally, the consumption of

alcohol was discouraged by Elbert Hub

bard and the position of the bar in a less

conspicuous location was in keeping with

the 'Roycroft Spirit'.

The number of hotel rooms was dictated

solely by the number of doorways which

open onto the corridors in that part of the

building. If a real client had been in

volved in this part of the project, more

rooms might have been attempted, and

could certainly have been included, but

with the luxury of having these decisions

left entirely to myself, I elected to remain

true to the historic fabric of the building
by not adding or deleting any existing

doorways. My goal was to revitalize the

guest rooms by changing their configura

tions as outlined in the Hotel portion of

this paper.

The inclusion of an exercise facility was

also suggested by James Berg, and the

only viable space for this was in the base

ment. I wanted to include locker rooms, a

hot tub, a sauna, a lounge space, and an

office / equipment room. These have all

been laid out in the existing basement

space.

The Design Process

By January, 1989, the design process was

well underway. I had blocked out the us

age for the various rooms (the details of

which are contained in other sections of

this paper) and then had to begin research

to determine that the spaces were ade

quate for those uses. My initial concern
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The south elevation of the Roycroft Inn

was that of the kitchen facility. Without

any experience in commercial kitchen de

sign, I had to research the fundamentals of

equipment and spatial needs, and of circu

lation within the facility. As I began to

delve into what was needed, I soon real

ized that the needs of the kitchen would

have to revolve around the dining spaces

(and required number of diners) and more

specifically, the menu.

The menu for the restaurant became a

stumbling block in the process, for this

would ordinarily be supplied by the client.

My research turned to menu planning and

I worked along the vein of traditional Brit

ish as well as contemporary American cui

sine. I planned out menus for breakfast,

lunch, dinner, and banquets for the sole

purpose of calculating the kitchen equip

ment required to prepare these meals. I

also had to develop rough estimates of

how many such meals would need to be

prepared at a given time and work this fig
ure into the calculations. Once the num

bers had been worked out, I calculated the

necessary equipment volumes for storage

and preparation and then consulted equip

ment catalogs in order to find the dimen

sions of the equipment which would fulfill

the requirements.

With the figures in hand, I went about

finding a layout within the proposed kitch
en space which would work according to

what I had discovered were the needs of a

commercial kitchen. Fortunately, the

equipment and circulation space fit into

the allotted rooms and I could carry on

with other aspects of the Inn's design.

Study of typical restaurant and banquet fa
cilities aided me in laying out the dining
rooms of the restaurant and several typical

arrangements for the banquet hall. I con

sidered and implemented other equipment

needs such as an elevator and dumbwait

ers through study of their dimensions and

required mechanical spaces.

Consideration of the guest rooms was

guided by several goals; 1) increase the

number of rooms, 2) retain the existing
corridor door configuration, 3) relocate

the bath facilities toward the corridor in

rooms where they existed and, 4) add such
facilities in rooms where they did not ex

ist. The revised layout was made and im

plemented in the overall plan.

My research also revealed to me that the

floorcoverings which were originally used
in the Inn were Navajo rugs laid down on
hardwood floors. With the maintenance



The Roycroft Inn

and safety problems that such a plan

would present, I elected to design some

carpet patterns based upon Navajo de

signs. Research into these designs led to

the adaptation of several motifs, along
with the Roycroft mark into separate bor

der and field designs. The design process

was carried out on a Genigraphics PGP

computer, where pattern repetition and

color variation could be carried out with

economy of time.

The Presentation

As the design process was underway, I be

gan to develop a plan for presenting the

design in the thesis show. Obviously, the

floor plans would have to be included, and

I decided that these need to be graphically

strong. Inked plans photocopied onto

parchment were my decision for this part

of the presentation.

Additionally, I wanted to represent the re

search on the building upon which I had

based so much of the design process upon.

My chairperson and I decided that a

graphic layout representing the building's

chronological development would com

municate that part of my process. To pro

duce this, I digitized a floor plan onto a

Macintosh computer and manipulated the

sections of the building using Superpaint.

The resulting nine phases of development

were photocopied onto parchment and laid

out on a board for presentation.

To complete the presentation, I wanted to

include several interior perspective views

of the Inn. This seemed an opportune area

in which to incorporate my minor in com

puter graphics as well as my undergradu

ate experience in photography. I decided

that I would digitize several of the photo

graphs which I had taken during my stay

at the Inn in December, and modify them

on a Genigraphics PGP according to my

planned design. Furniture was created on

an IBM PC and laid out according to my

plan. The plots of these layouts were also

digitized and overlaid onto the modified

views of their respective rooms.

Once the modifications were complete,

each new room was photographed from

the computer screen (after several at

tempts to use the Genigraphics internal

camera resulted in unacceptable expo

sures) and the black and white images

were printed. I then ran the prints through

a sepia toner and hand colored the prints.

Many of the photographs of the Inn which

I had discovered during my research were

hand colored sepia postcards, and this was

another way of alluding to the historical in

my presentation.

The interior views were mounted on

boards along with the
'before'

photographs

and the corresponding carpet designs

which I printed from slides onto Hford Ci-

bachrome print material.

The introduction for the presentation was

written using Macwrite and laser printed.

The laser printed document was also pho

tocopied onto parchment and mounted, ac

companied by a photograph of the exterior
of the Inn.

The mark of the Roycroft Craftsman
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Introduction

The Roycroft Inn stands as the centerpiece

of the Roycroft Campus in East Aurora,
New York. Located twenty-five miles

southeast of Buffalo, the campus was once
a thriving community of printers, artists

and craftsmen who sought to bring to

Western New York the philosophy of the

arts and crafts movement.

The Arts and Crafts movement had its

roots in the philosophies of John Ruskin,
William Morris and other Europeans

whose experiences with the industrial rev

olution lead them to find an alternative to

what they perceived as wage
slaves'

(from

Karl Marx) working to produce products

of dubious quality with the assistance of

machinery. Morris focused on the design

and handmade production of goods rang

ing from publications and wallcoverings

to furniture. Unfortunately, his experi

ment in handmade production was only a

partial success in that the demechanization

which he demanded lead to higher prices

which excluded the disadvantaged whom

he had intended to benefit from his prac

tices.

The influence of William Morris and the

arts and crafts movement was brought to

Western New York by Elbert Hubbard, a

former executive of the Larkin Soap Com

pany in Buffalo. ( Note: While Frank

Lloyd Wright is considered by some to

have been a part of the Arts and Crafts

Movement, and while he did design the

The development of the Roycroft Inn
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headquarters of the Larkin Soap Compa

ny, there is no evidence that Hubbard and

Wright ever met. The only work that

Wright did for Larkin during the time in

which Hubbard was with the company
was to design toilet partitions in the com

pany's restrooms.) During a trip to Eng
land in 1894, Hubbard met Morris and

was so taken with his work that, upon re

turn to East Aurora, he began publishing

The Philistine- A Periodical of Protest

with the help of White and Wagoner's

Pendeniss Press in East Aurora. The reac

tion to his publication

was so strong that, in

1896, Hubbard bought

out White and Wagoner

and began The Roycroft

Press (a name taken from

the seventeenth century

bookbinders Samuel and

Thomas Roycroft). In

that same year, Hubbard

erected a building to

house his printing opera

tions. Modeled after a

chapel he had seen in

Grasmere, England, the

Roycroft Print Shop is

now a part of the Roy
croft Inn.

As his following grew,

(Hubbard promised room

and board to all who

came to see him, as well

as employment for those who desired

work) it became necessary to find room

for all who came. Additions were made to

the print shop to accommodate guests
who

were now too numerous to put up in his

own house next to the shop. In early

1897, a three story tower was added to the

back of the shop with a first floor library
and second and third floor guest rooms.

Later that same year, a dining hall was

erected stretching from the tower to Hub

bard's back door. A third addition was

added to the back of the dining hall in

1899 to house a kitchen large enough to

feed the many workers and guests in the

hall.

In 1899, Hubbard attained international

recognition for a piece of his writing

which was published in "The Philistine".

The essay, "A Message to
Garcia"

elevat

ed Hubbard into favor with captains of in

dustry and political leaders with its theme

of accomplishment through dedication.

Men and women such as Henry Ford,
Booker T. Washington, Clarence Darrow,
John D. Rockefeller, Clara Barton, and

Carl Sandburg as well as
'ordinary'

citi

zens began to visit East Aurora to meet

Hubbard and view his op

erations.

After his divorce in 1904,
Hubbard married his long
time mistress Alice

Moore, who became man

ager of the operations at

the Inn. In 1905, the

house that Hubbard had

shared with his first wife

and children was torn

down and a salon was

erected on the original

foundation. The salon

served as a meeting room,

for lectures and for con

certs. An addition to the

salon, in the form of two

additional floors and a

rear wing was erected in

1906 and contained guest

rooms for the many visitors to Roycroft as

well as many of the workers at the cam

pus.

In 1907, a peristyle was added to connect

the various parts of the Inn as well as the

house next to the print shop. This 'Guest
House'

was used for prominent visitors

such as Henry Ford, who traveled with an

entourage of people more easily housed in

the same space. The peristyle took the

form of a sleeping porch along the sides

of all three floors of the hotel. In his back

to nature tradition, Hubbard believed that,

winter or summer, one would sleep better

outside the confines of the hotel walls.
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1909 saw the last Roycroft addition to the

Inn in the form of a small block added to

the side of the original print shop to house

Alice's office and several small support

rooms.

With all of the additions to the Inn, a need

for furniture arose, and Hubbard deter

mined that it would be better to make it

than to buy it. A furniture shop was

opened in 1905 to build all of the neces

sary furnishings for the Inn. Additionally,
a copper shop, blacksmith shop, and pow

er house were erected on the campus to

help support the Roycroft operation.

The furniture built for the Inn was simple

in design and of high quality construction.

Unlike Morris, Hubbard made conces

sions to the machine age in order to cut

costs and speed production. Visitors to

the Inn were so taken with the design and

quality of the furniture that, besieged by
requests to buy the pieces, Hubbard was

soon in the furniture business. Catalogs

ofRoycroft furniture and accessories were

distributed around the country to market

the primarily oak
'mission'

furniture (a de

scription which Hubbard rejected). To

day, it is the Roycroft furniture, accesso

ries, and lighting fixtures which are most

responsible for keeping the Roycroft name

alive, and their collectibility has recently

sent prices for original pieces skyrocket

ing.

After the death of Elbert and Alice Hub

bard aboard the torpedoed Lusitania in

1915, management of the Roycroft Colo

ny was taken over by Elbert Hubbard II.

The Colony continued to operate, but suf

fered from the lack of the elder Hubbard's

charisma. The Great Depression effec

tively put an end to the organization, as

debts were paid through the sale of the

various buildings on the campus.

The Inn operated continuously throughout

this period, going through a
progression of

owners until bankruptcy forced its closure

in 1987, one year after being designated a

National Historic Landmark. In order to

save the Inn and its increasingly valuable

collection from auction, the Margaret

Wendt Foundation of Buffalo approached

the Landmark Society of Western New

York to act as caretaker of the building
until a developer could be found to restore

the Inn. The capital necessary to purchase

and maintain the Inn was provided by the

foundation along with governmental

grants and loans.

The future of the Roycroft Inn is currently

still unsure. Negotiations are ongoing be

tween the Town of East Aurora, the non

profit organization which will hold the ti

tle and lease to the property, the Land

mark Society, and a Boston developer

who has expressed an interest in restoring

the building both physically and opera

tionally.
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The Thesis

The purpose of the following project was

to examine the Inn in its current state and

in its original condition and find a com

mon ground which was true to its origin

but was, at the same time, operationally vi

able.

It is more out of community need than his

torical accuracy that I elected to design the

building for continued use as an inn. Dur

ing interviews with officials of the Town

of East Aurora, it became clear that there

is a need for hotel, restaurant and banquet/

conference facilities in the town.

At the present time, visitors to East Auro

ra's many businesses (including the world

headquarters of Fisher Price and Moog,
with its many government contracts) must

find lodging near Buffalo and travel 20 to

30 minutes to East Aurora. Additionally,

there is a demand for tourist rooms at the

Roycroft Inn, with requests for reserva

tions coming in on a regular basis even af

ter nearly three years of being closed. Re

cent interest in things Roycroft as well as

other attractions (such as skiing, the annu

al Toyfest in East Aurora, and other west

ern New York destinations) make the Inn

viable providing its facilities are updated.

Banquet/conference facilities are virtually

nonexistent in East Aurora at the present

time. James Berg, director of the East Au

rora Chamber of Commerce must schedule

his group's monthly meetings in nearby

villages where such facilities are available.

Additionally, weddings, conferences, hol

iday parties, and weekend retreats could,

Roycroft table and chairs from an early catalog ofRoycroft furnishings
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as they have in the past, become a part of

the business at the Roycroft.

East Aurora has very few restaurants (and

virtually none if one does not desire spa

ghetti or pizza), and only one which might

be considered worthy of special occasion

dining. In such a relatively affluent com

munity, it would seem that a market exists

to support the addition of a quality facility.

While endeavoring to fulfill the needs of

the community, it is also necessary to bear

in mind the historic nature of the building.

While it is inevitable that some changes to

the historic fabric of any building will

need to take place during a renovation, it is
most desirable that those changes be kept

to a minimum. While in cases where a

building will be operated as a museum,

this is not necessarily the case, in a project

such as this one, where the building must

be used by contemporary society, a certain

amount of compromise must be reached in

order to make the operational element of

the design a success.

The piecemeal manner in which the build

ing developed creates difficulty in precise

ly determining the period to which the Inn

would ideally be restored. It is my deci

sion that the restoration attempt to convey

the period of time just before Hubbard's

death. In 1915 the entire building had

been constructed and the Roycrofters were

in their prime. Many photographs from the

period of 1900 to 1915 are still in exis-

tance to act as guides in the restoration.

In the Roycroft Inn, alterations have been

carried out over the years, not always in

the best interest of the historic portion of

the building. Environmental controls,

plumbing facilities, decorating schemes,

and camouflage for deteriorating condi

tions have been added without concern for

how they fit the building or the philosoph

ical base upon which it was built. It is de

sirable that these be corrected, and it is the

goal of the following sections to suggest

ways in which these corrections might be

carried out while maintaining the goals set

forth in the preceding portion of this

paper.

While it is admittedly sometimes more fi

nancially advantageous to compromise

against the historic precedents set by the

building, that is not as much of a concern

with this structure due to its status as a

National Historic Landmark. Much of the

charm of the building, which is its greatest

potential attraction, has been compro

mised and should be restored if only to

perpetuate a reason for travelers to end up

on the Inn's doorstep. But more impor

tantly, it is necessary to preserve historic

buildings such as this, in as accurate a

condition as possible, so that future gener

ations may have the pleasure of experienc

ing what so many now take for granted.

The remainder of this report is written as a

guideline to those who might wish to ben

efit from the time which I have devoted to

this building. The recommendations con

tained therein are offered based upon the

information which I have gathered and the

thought which I have given to the poten

tial of the building. The suggestions are

only one solution to the problems which

exist, but I believe they are worthy of con

sideration.
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The Reception/Lounge Recommendations:

History

The area of the Inn currently known as the

Reception/Lounge was the original Roy
croft print shop. This was the portion of

the Inn which was built based upon the de

sign of the church in Grasmere, England to

house Hubbard's printing operations. Af

ter the Roycrofters opened the large print

and bindery shop across the street, this

room was used as a lounge and reception

room for the Inn.

During the period from 1950 to 1980,

many changes occurred to this room. As

stated earlier, the stairway at the east end

of the room (added in 1897) was torn

away to open up the space to the library /

dining room. Ceiling tiles were added be

tween the trusses to hide new mechanical

installations and (presumably) to conserve

heat. The walls were recovered with

cheap paneling which was subsequently

covered with rough stucco. A large bar

was also installed.

Use

This plan calls for continued use of the

room as a reception room for the restau

rant. It would no longer be a spot to go

specifically to drink and the bar would be

removed. A smaller service bar located in

'Alice's
office'

would provide drinks to pa

trons and a cocktail server would be em

ployed to service those in the lounge.

The ceiling

The dropped ceiling would have to be re

moved. The drama created by the open

trusses is significant for this space and

should be restored. The original bead-

board ceiling (above the tiles) appears to

be in good condition and probably needs

only minor restoration work. The finish

should be left with only a dark stain and

possible protective varnish.

Removal of the dropped ceiling would ne

cessitate relocation of the mechanicals to
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the floor. The sprinkler system could be
left intact, as it is more unobtrusive than

the ductwork.

throughout the Roycroft Campus and at

the same time be resistant to the elements

which would be tracked in from outside.

Flooring

As is the case in most other areas of the

Inn, the floor should be covered in wall to
wall carpet. It is my opinion that this

treatment is more serviceable and practi

cal than the existing hardwood or poten

tially hazardous area rugs. While large

heavy rugs present little hazard, the typi

cally smaller, lighter weight rugs of the

Navajo would have a greater tendency to

slide or curl up, presenting a situation

which could lead to injuries resulting from

tripping over raised edges.

The Inn was originally furnished with Na
vajo rugs, and it is my recommendation

that Navajo designs be utilized through

adaptation to wall to wall carpet through

out the Inn. I include herein several ex

amples of such carpets ofmy own design.

The flooring in the vestibule might be of

slate. This material would be consistent

with the use of natural materials found

Walls

The current wall surface needs to be

stripped down to either the underlying
plaster or wainscoting. If wainscoting is

found, as may be the case based upon ear

ly photographs of the print shop, it war

rants restoration. In the more likely event
that plaster is found it could be covered as

follows:

Documents indicate that the original

wallcoverings of the Inn were burlap
seamed with strips of leather and tacks.

There is a product called Flexi-wall which

would yield a very similar appearance.

Flexi-wall ( fire rating class A) is made of
plaster-impregnated burlap and is applied

in such a way that it bonds to the sub

strate at once strengthening, repairing,
and covering what could be weak and

cracked plaster. The seams of the Flexi-

wall (which will probably be inconspicu
ous anyway) should be covered by 1

1/4"

Proposed carpet pattern comprised ofNavajo motifs and an adaptation of the Roycroft
mark
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Illustration by Roycrofter Dard Hunter. Hunter worked with both

the Roycrofters and theWeinerWerkstatte in Vienna

strips of leather with hammered headed

tacks every four inches.

Mechanicals

As stated earlier, it is necessary for the

open atmosphere of the room that the air

handling equipment be moved from its

present location in the ceiling, to a less

obtrusive one under the floor. The exist

ing sprinkler system may remain in its lo

cation above within the structure of the

trusses. Little could be done to conceal

the system but its impact upon the quality

of the space will be minimal. The small

size of the hardware involved along with a

color approximating that of the ceiling

above and its intrusion would be barely
noticeable.

Furnishings

The use of original Roycroft furniture

would be ideal throughout the Inn, were it

not for two major drawbacks:

1) The huge expense involved in
lo-

cating, purchasing, restoring, and

insuring such furniture and,

2) The lack of comfort provided by
the Roycroft seating.

In the reception room however, it is im

portant to try to recreate the Roycroft at

mosphere, for the physical characteristics

of the room itself cannot be denied the

simplicity with which the Roycrofters

would have treated the space. Under this

plan, the reception room would be the first

impression of the Inn for the many people

who would travel to dine or find lodging
in the building. Among these would be

many whose purpose for visiting the Inn

would be a love of or interest in things

Roycroft.

Therefore, it is recommended that the fur

nishings of the reception / lounge be kept

strictly Roycroft originals or, if necessary,

reproductions. Because this room will act

as a waiting area, or a place where one's

stay would be relatively brief, the long
term comfort of the seating would be of

only minor concern.
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The Library

History

tions have been made in the library. Only
the rough stucco over plywood paneling,

which finds its way into nearly all the pub

lic areas of the Inn, stands out as an uno

riginal treatment.

The library is part of the building which

was constructed in early 1897 as an addi

tion to the print shop (reception / lounge).

The addition is a three story tower com

prised of the library on the first floor, the

Morris Room on the second floor, and the

Ruskin Room on the top floor.

The addition was made as a result of the

need to house visitors to the Roycroft Col

ony who, until that time, had been given

lodging in Elbert Hubbard's own home

across the lawn. While the two upper

floors are documented to have been used

for this purpose, it is unclear how the 'li
brary'

was used. Because of its location

behind the print shop, it may be assumed

that its use was related to the production of

the Roycroft printed materials.

Other than the archway which was opened

up when the staircase in the reception

room was removed, few major
modifica-

Recommendations:

Use

In recent years, the library has been used

as one of the dining rooms of the restau

rant. One might speculate that, based

upon its proximity to the reception room,

this use might extend back into the Roy-

crofter's time. Whether that is the case or

not, the need for dining space in the Inn is

present and there is little reason to alter the

use of the library.

Because of the atmosphere of the room,

with it's dark, coffered ceiling, stone fire

place, and relatively small size yielding
a cozy, intimate environment the library
is best suited for dinner. It should, ideally,
be used primarily for dinners and overflow

from the other rooms at breakfast and

lunch.
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Ceiling

The ceiling appears to be in excellent con

dition, and except for the removal of what

appears to be only one or two coats of

paint, needs no attention. Paint removal

should be carried out and the underlying

wood finished to match the boxed beams.

Flooring

As in the reception room, carpeting incor

porating Navajo motifs is recommended.

Walls

As mentioned, the stucco and paneling

need to be removed, with the walls treated

as in the reception / lounge.

Mechanicals

The sprinkler system may remain. A

large air handling unit which is now sus

pended from the ceiling must be removed

and replaced with ductwork under the

floor.

Furnishings

There are enough armless Roycroft dining
chairs in the collection at the Inn to fur

nish the library. Most of the chairs have

been altered by the addition of padding

and vinyl screwed onto their backs. This

must be removed and and the chairs re

stored, if possible. For the sake of com

fort, and also to camouflage the damage

caused by the installation of the existing

padding, tie on padding may be added to

the backs of the chairs. Upholstery could

conceivably utilize a fabric created from a

design by William Morris. Many such

patterns exist and would not be entirely

out of place in the Inn in light of charges

of plagiarism lodged against Hubbard by
Morris'

widow, who found the work of the

Roycrofters to be extremely derivative of

her husband's work. Mrs. Morris refused

several invitations from Hubbard to visit

the Roycroft Colony after her husband's

death.

Tables in the room might also be Roy
croft, although few are currently in the

collection. Because of the atmosphere of

the room and ease of maintenance, table

cloths would be appropriate here ~ negat

ing the need to be authentic in the table

selection.
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TheMorris Room

History

The Morris Room, named for William

Morris, is one of the aforementioned guest

rooms. Located on the second floor of the

library tower, the room contains a fire

place, large walk-in closet and a full bath

room. The entrance to the room is at the

top of the staircase in the reception room.

Ceiling

Little documentation has been found re

vealing what the original materials of the

Morris Room might have been, but it is

reasonably safe to assume that there

would be a consistency with the rooms

above and below it. It is, therefore, likely
that behind the gypsum board on the walls

and ceiling is wainscoting which must be

exposed and restored, if this is not the

case, the use of plaster could be made

here.

Recommendations:

Use

The use of the Morris Room is limited due

to the the main stairs as its only means of

egress. It is not a space which can be rec

ommended for use by visitors as a guest

room. Not only is egress a problem, but

the location over the dining room would

make it a potentially noisy and unpleasant

room in which to relax.

The option which is adopted here is the

use of the room for hire to small groups

for meetings and private parties. The ex

isting plumbing would lend the possibility
of a private bar and handicapped access

would not pose a problem because there

are other rooms in the Inn which would be

available for the same use. While this is

also true for use as a guest room, the po

tential noise above the public space still

makes that use undesirable.

Service to the room would be awkward

via the main staircase. It would be possi

ble to install a service stair at the end of

Hubbard Hall in the proposed service cir

culation area. The stair would rise to a

door centered on the south wall of the

Morris Room. A dumbwaiter might also

be used, and is included in the plan
though

the cost effectiveness of this is doubtful

based upon research into food service in

multi-level facilities.

Flooring

Because this would not be a high traffic

room, it is appropriate that the hardwood

floors be refinished and the use of one

large rug incorporating the Navajo motifs

be placed on it, allowing the floor to be

exposed sixteen inches around the perime

ter of the room.

Walls

As with the ceiling, the existing material

needs to be examined to determine what is

behind it. Wainscoting must be exposed

and restored or Flexiwall could be used

over the existing wallboard in the absence

of the wainscoting.

Mechanicals

The air handling unit which is now sus

pended from the ceiling must be removed

and ductwork run up to the room. The

ducts could be run through the proposed

service space at the end of Hubbard Hall

(see Kitchen), where the above mentioned

stairs are to be located.

Furniture

The chairs could be original Roycroft

treated as in the Library. Tables need not

be Roycroft as they would probably be

covered by tablecloths at most times the

room is in use.
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The Larkin Room

History

The Larkin Room, named for the Larkin

Soap Company where Hubbard made his

fortune, was originally a part of the peri

style. The time at which it was enclosed

is unclear, although the existing windows

suggest that it was probably during the

1960s, when so many of the changes in

the building occurred. The room has most

recently been used as a dining room.

Recommendations:

Use

Because there is a need for dining space in

the Inn, this room would most appropri

ately remain a dining room. The view

into the courtyard would be spectacular at

nearly all times of the year and proper

lighting would extend that attraction into

the hours of darkness. With the openness

of the room, it would be an ideal place for

guests at the Inn to enjoy breakfast, and its

western exposure would rule out being
blinded by the sun in the morning. The

direct sun would be a problem in the after

noon and early evening, but would be eas

ily remedied by the use of canvas awnings
over each

window an addition which

would be historically correct, as there are

many photographs which document the

use of awnings on the Inn.

The Larkin Room would also serve nicely

as a reception room for events scheduled

in Hubbard Hall, although its use in this

respect would have to be limited to times

at which it was not needed for food ser

vice.

Guest
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Recommended carpet pattern utilizing Navajo motifs and the Roycroft craftsman's mark

Ceiling

As with the other materials mentioned in

this section, the information regarding the

ceiling comes from observing the materi

als used in the other areas of the peristyle.

In those other areas, the ceiling is

sheathed with the same bead board used in

the Ruskin Room and is presumed to exist

in the other previously mentioned rooms

of the Inn. Removal of the material now

on the ceiling might reveal the original

ceiling, which will undoubtedly need to be

restored. If the original materials have

been removed, the board is readily availa

ble in the same dimensional configuration

as the original and could be used on the

ceiling.

Flooring

As in the other public rooms the flooring
needs to be carpeted, for the previously

mentioned reasons.

Walls

Because it is the intent for this room to re-

semble an outdoor space, as it was origi

nally, the walls will have to be restored to

their original materials. On the walls

which separate the Larkin Room from

Hubbard Hall, the reception room, and the

foyer (originally exterior walls) the mate

rials should be that of the rest of the build

ing's exterior shingles. These will be

painted to match the color chosen for the

rest of the building's exterior walls (cur

rently an ochre tone but it is most likely
that the original color was between olive

and kelly green).

The walls along the courtyard side of the

room were originally open to the court

yard and must again be opened to the

courtyard. This will involve removing the

existing windows, whose style is very in

appropriate for the building, and the walls

surrounding them up to the columns. The

resulting opening can be enclosed with in

sulated glass using as minimal a frame as

is possible.

The columns along the wall should be re

stored to match the other columns of the

peristyle, and painted accordingly. To

further recall the original atmosphere of
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the room, the area of the wall below the

fenestration must be cleared of the exist

ing material and the original brick ex

posed.

Mechanicals

The sprinkler system can be left above the

ceiling, as it is now. Ductwork should be

moved to the floor, where access from the

basement can be easily achieved.

Because this room was originally an out

door space, it does not sit above the base

ment, but is open underneath to the out

doors. The piers supporting the structure

are spanned by only lattice, allowing the

exterior temperature to invade and affect

the temperature of the floor. Heavy insu
lation must be used to avoid the floor be

ing
cold a complaint of past customers at

the Inn. The areas between the piers on

the outside and below the floor may be en

closed with masonry covered with lattice.

Ideally, a radiant floor could be used if

heating to other areas is provided by a

boiler. Ductwork would still be necessary
for cooling, but the radiant floor would in

sure that the surface stays warm.

Furniture

As in the other dining spaces, there are

enough Roycroft chairs in the collection

for them to be used in this space. Here

they are especially well suited, since this

room will be used as the primary dining
room at quick turnover periods when man

agement would not want anyone to feel

overly comfortable.

Tables, again, need not be Roycroft piec

es, although it is important that they have

wood bases, which will be more visible in

this room than in the others due to the

arrangement of furniture which is dictated

by the shape of the room.
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Hubbard Hall Recommendations:

History

Hubbard Hall was added to the growing

Roycroft Inn during late 1897. At that

time it spanned the distance between the

Library tower and the back porch of El

bert Hubbard's home. The need for such a

large room for dining was the result of the

growing number of visitors and workers at

the Roycroft Campus.

During the 1960s, the tower end of the

hall was walled off for the installation of a

kitchen. This remodeling was accompa

nied by the addition of a concrete block

structure directly behind the kitchen to

create more kitchen space. When one

considers the traffic patterns necessary to

serve meals in the Library, Larkin Room

and Hubbard Hall, it is easy to see why

this change in layout was made. Each

dining space is directly adjacent to the

new kitchen, as opposed to the original

kitchen in the wing at the back of Hub

bard Hall, which served the original needs

adequately when the only dining room

was Hubbard Hall.

Use

The existing kitchen does not sensitively

serve the needs of the building in which it
is housed. The removal of nearly forty
percent of Hubbard Hall dramatically
changes the atmosphere of the room and

would best be removed to restore the

room to its original grand scale. Since

service circulation is necessary within the

building though, it is necessary that a

compromise be found, as relocation of the

Kitchen back to its original area would

isolate it from all but Hubbard Hall.

The open trusses spaced down the length

of the room serve as reasonable division

points and while the kitchen occupies

three of the 'segments', the use of only one

segment would not impact upon the pro

portions of the room to nearly the extent

that the current layout does. A single,

separated section could be used for ser

vice circulation, as it allows access to all

dining rooms, as well as housing the ser

vice stair (and possible dumbwaiter) to the
Morris Room. Additionally, there would

be room for a service counter (coffee, flat-
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ware, ice, water, linens, etc.) and a limited

amount of storage.

The remainder of the Hall would best be

utilized for large private gatherings such

as banquets, meetings and conferences,

and wedding receptions. Depending upon
the layout of the room, occupancy could

be up to 200 people.

Ceiling

The existing open structure should re

main. This room provides an existing ex

ample of what the space in the reception

room should eventually become. The ma

terial sheathing the ceiling needs to be re

moved and the original beadboard ex

posed and restored. If the original

material no longer exists, it should be re

placed with like material, as in the Larkin

Room.

Removal of the existing sheathing will ex

pose several pointed arched dormers

which should also be restored. Those on

the western side of the room will be

blocked from outside light by the roof of

the Larkin Room. The installation of

lighting in the space above the Larkin

Room, designed to illuminate the win

dows will give them the appearance of be

ing exposed to daylight during the day.

In the case of both this and the reception

room, such ceiling treatment leaves no

space for insulation, and this should be

considered. In both rooms the original

material ( if existing ) would need to be

carefully removed and an
insulation cavity

put in place. The ceiling materials could

then be replaced, leaving little clue that a

change had been made. While this would

be a tedious and expensive process, it

would eventually pay for itself in reduced

energy costs while maintaining the origi

nal design concept.

The trusses will need to be cleaned and re

stored, especially in the existing kitchen

area, where they have undoubtedly be

come coated with grease.

Flooring

As in other rooms, the flooring finish

would ideally be carpet. If the occasion

arose for a dance floor, a portable one

could be laid down on top of the carpet.

Not only would the use of carpet be pref

erable for previously mentioned reasons,

but it would also aid in deadening the

acoustics in what is a rather cavernous and
'live'

room.

The quarry tile in the kitchen area of the

room will need to be removed and the

floor sanded smooth before carpet could

be placed in the room.

Walls

The walls will have to be stripped of the

paneling and stucco as in the other public

areas. As in those spaces, original materi

als should be restored. Plaster, if found to

exist, could be repaired and covered with

Flexiwall.

Mechanicals

The existing sprinkler can remain, treated

as that in the reception room. Ductwork

and grilles must be moved from the walls

to the floor.

Lighting could be provided by electric

stained glass lanterns of the arts and crafts

style, and suspended from the trusses.

Furnishings

In this room, original Roycroft pieces

must not be used. The necessary flexibili

ty of the space dictates that chairs should

either fold or stack and that tables should

be collapsible. When selecting the specif

ic chairs, one needs to bear in mind the

nature of the Roycroft designs and attempt

to find a design suitable to that spirit.

For reasons of acoustics, it will be neces

sary to hang sound absorbing materials on
the walls of the hall. This would be an

ideal opportunity to display Navajo rugs.
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The Kitchen

History

The proposed area of the kitchen is in a

fairly nondescript and historically unim

portant area of the building, when com

pared to the rest of the Inn. It is claimed

that the kitchen was added to the Inn by

moving a nearby barn to the site and at

taching it to the back of Hubbard Hall in

1899 to house kitchen facilities for the

ever-growing number of guests at the Roy
croft Campus.

The year of 1899 was also the year in

which Hubbard published "A Message to

Garcia"

which brought him worldwide at

tention with its message of commitment to

a goal. The attention greatly increased the

number of people who traveled to East

Aurora to meet the writer. Among the vis
itors were John D. Rockefeller, Henry
Ford, and Booker T. Washington.

When the kitchen was moved to its present

location, the original kitchen wing was

opened up to Hubbard Hall, creating an
L'

shaped room with reduced functionality
when compared with the one long room

which preceded its development. The re

location of the kitchen to this wing would

not only be more historically accurate, but

would also accommodate the better ban

quet arrangement which originally existed.

Note: The plan which is currently un

der consideration by the potential devel
oper of the building calls for the remov

al of the kitchen wing and the
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construction of a new kitchen with addi

tional guest rooms on the upper floors.

Because of the limited value of this part of
the Inn, either historically or architectu

rally, I cannot find fault with this plan. I

had considered a similar plan in the early

stages of this project's development, but

abandoned the thought in favor of work

ing withthe challenges the existing build

ing presented.

Recommendations:

Use

Restoration of the kitchen is by far secon

dary to its function as a kitchen. Little at

tention needs to be paid to details of a his

torical nature, but rather to the details of

making the kitchen functional in terms of

circulation, preparation, and sanitation.

In addition to the original part of the

kitchen, the concrete block addition adja

cent to it will be necessary to use as part

of the kitchen space. Its use will aid in

circulation and food preparation by the ad

ditional square footage it will yield.

Ceiling

A false ceiling should be added below the

bottoms of the beams. This primarily to

aid in cleaning and
avoidance of the

dust-

collecting, horizontal surfaces
which are

the tops of the beams. The material could

be either painted gypsum board or a sus

pended grid ceiling designed for use in

food preparation facilities.

The ceiling in the addition
should be treat

ed in a like manner, although it is neces

sary to raise the
height of the walls one or

two courses of block to facilitate the drop

in the ceiling. The existing roof structure

is in terrible condition and will certainly

have to be replaced, making its removal

an invitation to add the extra height.

Flooring

Resilient sheet goods should be used in all

areas of the kitchen for reason of both san

itation and reduced fatigue of the staff.

The selected material must be of very high

quality in order that it stand up to the

heavy use it will receive.

Walls

The walls must be covered with a hard,

impervious material to aid in cleaning. A

plastic or a ceramic material would be

ideal.

Mechanicals

The existing sprinkler and ventilation sys

tems can be salvaged, although the latter

might need to be replaced due to disrepair.

Climate controls should be handled via a

separate furnace and air conditioner to

avoid kitchen odors permeating the other

areas of the building. Ductwork may run

above the ceiling to avoid food items be

ing inadvertently dropped into floor

grilles.

The required amount of equipment neces

sary for food preparation has been calcu

lated based upon maximum expected load

in the planned dining and banquet rooms.

While it is common for separate kitchens

to be used for dining and banquet service,
limited space leads to the single kitchen

option, which should be able to handle the

load effectively.
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The Salon

History

The salon sits on the site originally occu

pied by the home of Elbert Hubbard, his

wife, Bertha, and their children. After his

divorce from Bertha in 1904, Hubbard

married his long-time mistress, Alice, and

the couple moved to a house further down

Grove Street.

In 1905, the Hubbard house was razed and

the salon built in its place, upon the same

foundation. The purpose of the new room

was as a gathering place, for lectures and

for concerts. It is unclear whether the two

stories of guest room which now rest atop

the salon were built at the time of the salon

or were added later when the hotel was

added to the rear of the salon.

Recommendations

The salon poses the greatest challenge of

any room in the Inn. While it is far too

large to act as a reception room for guests

in a hotel with only thirty seven rooms, it

is too important a space to be divided into

smaller offices, meeting rooms, or retail

space. The following solution is one

which might be difficult to justify finan

cially, but when combined with the histor

ic, can be argued to be viable.

The portion of the salon between the foyer

and the bay across from it would be set

aside for use as the hotel lobby proper.

While no physical division of the space

should be made, furniture placement could

act as the division of the room. The re

mainder of the room would act as a living
room for the guests of the Inn. Furnished
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with comfortable seating and several sets

of tables and chairs, the room would be

come a place to sit and read, converse or

play card and board games. The salon

could also function as a place in which to

serve afternoon teas, which would be sup
portive to the atmosphere expected by
those who stay at the inn because of an in

terest in Roycroft. The salon could also be

rented out for meetings to local organiza

tions which might find its atmosphere

more to their liking than Hubbard Hall.

Kitchen service to the room would be diffi

cult, but for the light fare of teas or conti

nental breakfasts, little service would be

necessary and could be carried out via a

route from the service area through the

Larkin Room, the foyer, and into the salon
on a limited basis. This would require that

items from the kitchen be presented in the

Salon for self or monitored service (i.e.

buffet service).

Ceiling

The existing tile should be removed along
with the furring strips. It is likely that the
plaster above them will need extensive re

pair, and this must be accomplished in as

traditional a manner as possible. Early
photographs of the Salon show that ex

posed beams run across the width of the

ceiling and they will also need to be

cleaned and repaired as necessary. Their
finish should be consistent with the finish
on the other exposed beams and trusses in
the building. Paint is the finish which is
most appropriate for the plaster.

Flooring

As in the other public areas, the floor will

be best treated with carpet. A suggested

design is included in the appendix under

'The Thesis Show'.

Walls

The lower portion of the walls must be re

stored by first removing the green wash

which was applied over the oak paneling
in the 1960s. The color of the restored

paneling (and other wood details and trim

in the room) should approximate that of

the finish that the Roycrofters applied to

their furniture.

vy;.:;;:.:::;x :-:::::.:.:

Recommended design for the carpet in the Salon. The color scheme would be different

from the same pattern used in the Reception /Lounge.
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Above the paneling around the room are a

series ofmurals painted by Alex Fournier,
an original Roycrofter. The murals, de

picting the seven wonders of the world,

are in need of careful restoration. Several

of these will only need cleaning, while

others have been heavily damaged by wa

ter and by being removed and folded for

storage.

Mechanicals

Because of the level of finish in this room,

as opposed to that in the other public

rooms, the sprinkler system must be relo

cated above the plaster with only the

sprinkler heads exposed. This is currently

the case, but the water lines are probably

between the plaster and tile ceilings.

Ductwork may remain located in the floor

and the boxes on the walls. If during the

restoration, the boxed ducts are discov

ered to be unoriginal (it is unclear from

early photographs whether this is the

case), they must be removed and the

grilles relocated to the floor.

Because photographs show only table

lamps used for artificial lighting in the sa

lon, any ceiling fixtures need to be as un

obtrusive as possible. Recessed can lights

with interior baffles and trim painted to

match the ceiling are acceptable.

Furniture

Because the salon is intended to be a com

fortable space for the hotel guests, seating

must be upholstered and moderately pad

ded. Design simplicity should be utilized

in the spirit of Roycroft.

The two sets of tables and chairs, as well

as the chairs long the east wall, should be

original Roycroft pieces. End tables and

coffee tables might also be Roycroft.

Stained glass shaded table lamps must be

used on the various end tables. These

could be either original or reproduction

Roycroft.
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The Hotel

History

The guest rooms of the Inn are housed in a

three story addition which was erected ad

jacent to and east of the salon in 1906.

Additional rooms are located in the two

stories above the salon. As stated earlier,

it is unclear whether these were built along
with the salon, or with the rest of the guest

rooms. The lack of access from the salon

to those higher floors however, leads to

the assumption that they might very well

have been built in 1906.

The original guest rooms were comprised

of an interior sitting room and an exterior

sleeping porch. Due to the consistency of

the construction between the peristyle

(1907) and the exterior of that portion of

the building which contained the sleeping

porches, it is very likely that the porches

were not added until 1907. Guests at the

Inn were required to use common bath fa

cilities.

Somewhat later, the porches were en

closed and made part of the interior space,

creating a suite of sitting room and bed

room. Bath facilities were also added to

most of the guest rooms and, in the 1960s,
kitchenettes were installed.

Other than the typical finish detail work

which needs to be carried out in this por

tion of the Inn, some reorganization of

space is also required. Most of the bath

rooms were added on adjacent to exterior

walls, robbing some living spaces of the

light allowed in through the very large

bays of windows on the west, south, and

east sides of the building. These should be

relocated toward the interior hallway. For

J~~L
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the sake of operational convenience,

bathrooms need to be added to those

rooms which do not currently have

such facilities.

Space must also be utilized to the

greatest possible extent by increas

ing the number of guest rooms. This

could be accomplished, as men

tioned in the Kitchen section, by

adding on to the building. An in

crease in the number of rooms could

also be attained by modifying parti

tion locations and subdividing cur

rent
rooms

many of which are

overly generous and inefficient.

The accompanying plan suggests

ways to both relocate and add bath

facilities and increase the number of

rooms. With an additional con

straint of utilizing only existing

doorways from the corridor, the in

crease in rooms is only
modest-

from 34 to 37, but preserves what is

presumed to be an original corridor

arrangement.

The proposed hotel plan contains a

wide variety of room arrangements

and sizes, guaranteeing that guests

will not feel this is just another ho

tel. Singles, doubles, suites, adjoin

ing rooms, and handicapped accessi

ble rooms are all included in the

plan.

For the convenience of both staff

and guests, an elevator has been add

ed in the space originally occupied

by a small office or guest room on

all three floors. This is the only ma

jor change which would be noticea

ble from the corridor.

The revised first floor of the Hotel.
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The Basement

The basement of the Inn is currently made

up of many small rooms, many of which

have historically been little or unused.

The portion of the basement under the re

ception / lounge was most recently a bar

of the wet T-shirt variety. Originally used

by the Roycrofters as a tearoom named

'Twildo'

( a contraction for 'it will do'),

this portion could be made into another

meeting room for special events such as

Roycroft lectures, wine tastings, or private

parties which do not require extensive ca

tering. The atmosphere of this space, with

its exposed beams and fieldstone walls

has a rustic charm which could easily be

capitalized upon.

The area of the basement underneath the

library, Hubbard Hall, and the kitchen

combine to form a space which could be

used to benefit both the guests at the Inn,

the people of East Aurora, and (financial

ly) the operator of the Inn. During inter

views with East Aurora officials, it was

mentioned that the town, despite its up

scale residents, has no health club facili

ties. Such a facility is designed into this

portion of the basement. While lowering

of the floor might be necessary for in

creased headroom, the benefits could be

well worth the trouble. Additionally, be

cause there is no space on the property in

which to locate a swimming pool (consid

ered to be a major advantage by the hotel

industry toward attracting guests), the
on-

site health club would make up for the ab

sence of a pool.

Access to both the event room and the

health club can be easily gained via exist

ing outside entrances to the basement as

well as from the hotel elevator. This ease

of access is important if one plans to capi

talize upon use by the community as well

as the guests of the Inn.
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1940 - Present

Plan showing changes which occurred to the property after 1940, leading to the current
layout. The large shaded area indicates parking areas where the lawn once existed.
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Conclusion

The time which I have spent working with

the Roycroft Inn has been of benefit to my
design education in many ways. It has

given me the opportunity to work with an

exisiting building whose colorful and

well-documented (through a multiplicity
of sources) history provided a great deal

of guidance toward what it may once

again become. My approach to attain a

workable design sometimes fought this

history, but the struggle toward compro

mise enriched the design process and my

overall experience. I only regret that there

was not an actual client involved in the

project, for the realistic input would cer

tainly have enhanced the challenges and

the certainty that the final design was a

workable design.

The computer processes which were uti

lized for the thesis presentation proved to

be valuable only in that the resulting prod

uct created a great deal of attention for my

work in the show. The imagery was

strong enough to stand on its own and

those who spoke to me of it seemed very

interested in my process.

That process though, is the undoing of this

portion of the project. The amount of

time spent generating the images was

completely unrealistic for the amount of

information which they communicated.

Quicker rendering techniques would have

served nearly as well and probably taken

one fourth the amount of time to com

plete.

In May of 1989, after the design portion

of this project was complete, I was privi

leged to meet with the developer currently

looking at the realities of the Roycroft and
his architect. I presented my plan to them

and discussed the various shortcomings of

the building.

Copies of my revised floor plans were lat

er forwarded to the developer and in Au

gust I was able to look over the plan

which the architect had devised. His plan

had many similarities to mine, with the

exception of the aforementioned replace

ment of the kitchen wing with a new

structure. While the similarities in our

two plans might be interpreted as his hav

ing taken a shortcut in order to quickly

present a plan to the overseers of the Inn, I

believe that the correlations serve to sup

port my design.

As of the time of this writing, work has

not yet begun nor has an agreement been

reached on the future of the Roycroft Inn.

The process has been slow, but it is proba

ble that there will be progress made in the

near future. I intend to stay in contact

with the project, and hope that what I have

learned through this thesis may be used to

the benefit of the project.
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The Thesis Show Presentation



Floor Plans

Reduced fifty percent from those presented in the exhibit.
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PROPOSED SALON DESIGN
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PROPOSED LARKIN ROOM DESIGN
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