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Abstract 

This study examines the types of narratives constructed about experiences with sexual violence 

shared in Facebook posts using the hashtag #MeToo. Feminist and intersectional theories were 

used to contextualize a textual analysis of 61 public posts to explore how individuals were 

presenting their experiences for a mass audience online in the absence of traditional gatekeepers. 

Most of the posts featured graphic details, strong emotion, and patterns of internalized misogyny. 

Stories shared revealed troubling power dynamics involving disability, race, and gender. 

Intersectional groups are underrepresented in online spaces, indicating a problematic absence of 

these individuals within online movements like #MeToo that address sexual violence. 

Keywords: #MeToo, social media, sexual violence, intersectionality, feminist theory 
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#MeToo: Personal Accounts of Sexual Violence on Facebook 

Analyzing Individual Stories to Reveal Themes About Gender, Power, and Intersectional Factors 

In October 2017, the hashtag #MeToo began to appear on the social media platforms of 

Twitter and Facebook. While originally intended to raise awareness about the scale of the issue 

specifically within the entertainment industry (Farrow, 2017), users on social media expanded 

the concept to include other areas of their lives as well (Gluckman, Read, & Mangan, 2017). As 

a result, the #MeToo hashtag became a part of an explosion of personalized posts, often 

accompanied by individual stories of sexual violence, wherein users disclosed their experiences 

with varying levels of detail. The magnitude of new content revolving around the issue of sexual 

assault sparked mainstream media attention and revived the long-standing discussion on how to 

deal with the issue of sexual assault offline as well as online (Blanding, 2017; Lykke, 2016; 

Salter, 2013). The reframing of the issue of sexual assault in the public eye warrants research 

about the nature of sexual assaults stories being shared on social media. 

 Research on how individuals share their stories, particularly those having to do with 

sensitive personal issues on social media, will aid in understanding how individuals use language 

and certain identifiers to frame themselves and their experiences with sexual violence. Previous 

studies focusing on analysis of sexual assault experiences have been limited to media coverage 

and cinematic representations (Cuklanz, 2000; Franiuk, Seefelt, Cepress, & Vandello, J, 2008; 

Meyers, 1994; North, 2009; Pennington & Birthisel, 2016; Tuchman, Daniels, & Benét, 1978). 

This type of coverage typically involves victim blaming, which further stigmatizes the sharing of 

such experiences, decreasing trust of journalists and results in “hiding” behaviors (Blanding, 

2017; Koelsch, 2014). Digital platforms, namely social media, have given individuals a space to 

share their stories without the filter of journalism (Andalibi, Haimson, De Choudhury, & Forte, 
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2016; Lykke, 2016). Trends such as the hashtag #MeToo have eliminated gatekeepers and 

encouraged sharing of stories about sexual violence by creating a space for conversation online. 

Users have utilized the digital space of social media to share narratives about themselves and 

their experiences (Chen, 2017). 

Another problem this research sought to address is the perceived inclusivity of social 

media. There is a common assumption that everyone has access to the internet and are using 

social media on a regular basis. However, this claim has no basis in factual evidence and is 

dramatically inflated (Gorski, 2003; Lykke, 2016). In 2015, a national survey of computer and 

internet use found that only 75% of households had access to the internet, dependent on 

individual factors such as race, class, education level, and geographic location (United States 

Census Bureau, 2017). While overall participation on social media networks has increased 

(Lenhart, Purcell, Smith, & Zickuhr, 2010), the groups of non-users are often left out of the 

conversation regarding overarching social issues. The assumption of complete connectivity fails 

to include individuals within disadvantaged groups such as the disabled and impoverished. 

Research on online communities also neglects to consider intersectional positions of individuals, 

a gap that exists particularly in online spaces (Drummond & Camera, 2014; Latina & Docherty, 

2014; Schradie, 2012) and leads to exclusion of particular groups from conversation on larger 

social issues of power distribution. This research furthers the discussion on ableism and 

intersectional effects on communication as reinforcement of heteronormative and patriarchal 

norms in the stories published using the hashtag #MeToo. 

Throughout the course of this research, user generated content written within the #MeToo 

movement was analyzed textually. Posts on Facebook using the hashtag were collected through a 

manual search of the social media platform using the phrase “Me Too” and “MeToo.” The study 
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examined public posts on Facebook that were tagged #MeToo and focused on stories of sexual 

violence experiences. Patterns within the narratives about experience with sexual violence were 

documented and analyzed, including any demographic factors that were disclosed in the posts 

themselves. Textual analysis was used to uncover patterns in the #MeToo stories shared on 

Facebook during the months of October, November, and December of 2017, which is when the 

movement gained its initial traction on social media. 

Feminist Theory 

The term “feminism” has been historically evolutionary in nature. Wood (2017) describes 

the feminist movement’s division into waves, the first being the women’s rights movement that 

was spearheaded by memorable figures such as Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 

Second wave feminists, active through the 1960s, were driven into action by concerns regarding 

reproductive rights and are referred to as the “women’s liberation movement.” Some of the 

feminist groups active during this time were more radical than others, but a sole proponent of 

this movement was the presence of women in physical spaces and frequent organizing of public 

events to advocate for change. Feminism has been critiqued extensively and regularly for lacking 

inclusivity, starting with those who participated in and witnessed the activities undertaken by the 

second wave of the feminist movement to modern discussion (Wood, 2017).  

When discussing issues related to inequality, feminist theory analyzes phenomena within 

the social sciences, including communication, with specific focus on gender issues. Feminist 

theorists examine the nature of gender inequality to identify dynamics affected by gender such as 

social roles and individual experiences. In sum, feminist theory is used in larger conversations 

regarding power and the structure of gender within power, typically promoting justice in terms of 

gender inequality (Cuklanz, 2016). 
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Feminist theory made its appearance in scholarly literature in the 1970s. During what 

could be considered the end of second wave feminism, an in-depth rhetorical analysis of the 

women’s liberation movement began a discussion about the motivations that drove feminist 

goals to challenge long standing social structures (Campbell, 1973). Media studies involving 

power dynamics and gender were being conducted towards the end of the decade. Tuchman, 

Daniels, & Benét (1978) surveyed mass media channels of the age (television, print newspapers, 

and magazines) and argued that women were “symbolically annihilated” as they were portrayed 

as stereotypes or continuously ignored. Much of the research regarding women and media 

focused around underrepresentation and misrepresentations of women and their behaviors in 

mainstream media channels (Benedict, 1993).  

The term “intersectionality” was coined as a response to the “whiteness” of feminism by 

Kimberle Williams Crenshaw, a black feminist scholar who asserted that the various components 

of humanity (race, age, sexual orientation, gender, etc.) do not operate independently of one 

another (Crenshaw, 1989). An intersectional approach to feminist discourse was furthered by the 

writings of Patricia Collins (2009). Mainstream third wave feminism’s focus on intersectionality 

set it apart from previous waves; the movement aimed to include women of “different ethnicities, 

abilities, and disabilities, classes, appearance, sexual orientations, and gender identities” (Wood, 

2017, p. 72). Intersectional feminism focuses on inclusion and stresses the importance of 

holistically addressing oppression with awareness that the aforementioned factors are deeply 

intertwined in patterns of oppression. Regular criticism of feminism’s lack of attention to 

intersectional factors regarding communication and social issues (i.e. race, sexual orientation, 

age, class, etc.) encouraged the development of a more inclusive lens within feminist work and 

feminist thought (Collins, 2009). Aronson (2017) describes how development of a feminist 
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consciousness within people of color has been hindered by diverse factors that involve issues 

outside of gender. The exclusivity of second wave feminism to middle class white women has 

discouraged members of marginalized groups from identifying as feminist.  

This focus on intersectionality within contemporary feminist research has been praised, 

attributing the success of modern feminist theory across disciplines to the expansion of persons 

included in the feminist worldview (Davis, 2008). Within the last decade, feminist scholars have 

introduced more research that addresses the exclusive practices of media, from journalism to 

social media activity (Bivens, 2015; Gilchrist, 2010; Korn & Kneese, 2015; Latina & Dockerty, 

2014). Wood (2017) describes how third wave feminism has come to involve both actions of 

everyday resistance and engagement within media. She argues that online communities, such as 

those found on social media, are “fertile” grounds for cultivating activism in that organizations 

become “nimble” and “immediately responsive” (p. 249). Conversations regarding gender issues 

have taken off in the realm of social media, resurfacing through hashtags and trending news 

stories. In 2014, the #YesAllWomen hashtag filled the newsfeeds of social media users as 

women shared why they believed women’s inequality was an issue that deserved attention 

(Rodino-Colocino, 2014). Stories shared ranged from tales of organizational stigmas to sexual 

harassment and assault, sparking an outcry for more intersectional inclusion within gender issues 

as the hashtag trended in the mass media landscape (Rodino-Colocino, 2014). Feminist scholars 

have called for more intensive studies on new media technologies and the language used within 

them in order to better understand current events and their implications for structures of power 

(Bivens, 2015; Griffin, 2017).  

The millions of stories shared using the #MeToo hashtag were authored by individuals 

from a diverse demographic, which requires an intersectional approach to analyze the content. 
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Feminist theory, particularly the intersectional feminism that has repositioned third wave 

feminist thought, is useful in examining the issue of sexual assault by analyzing its relationship 

with gender issues in our patriarchal society. Acts of sexual violence, being both a violation of 

personal privacy and a crime, confront issues of power and inequality between individuals who 

are influenced by issues of race, class, gender, and sexuality. This research examines the issue of 

sexual violence through the analysis of stories about sexual violence that were shared using of 

the hashtag #MeToo on Facebook from October through December of 2017. 

Background: Sexual Assault and #MeToo 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) defines sexual violence as “a 

sexual act that is committed or attempted by another person without freely given consent of the 

victim or against someone who is unable to consent or refuse” (2014, p. 11). Sexual assault is a 

type of sexual violence that refers to “any type of sexual contact/behavior that occurs without the 

explicit consent of the recipient” (United States Department of Justice [DOJ], 2017). Assault is 

often accompanied or anticipated by statements of verbal harassment that are sexual in nature, 

causing victims great discomfort without physical contact (CDC, 2014, p. 1). On average, over 

300,000 people over the age of 12 are victims of sexual assault per year in the United States. The 

majority of victims are under the age of 30, and are female (Rape, Assault and Incest National 

Network [RAINN], n.d.-a). Two out of three cases of sexual assault go unreported, due to 

reasons often related to the victim’s fear of retaliation or lack of confidence in the authority’s 

ability to help (RAINN, n.d.-b). Victims of sexual violence, especially women, often encounter 

long term health issues originating from the act of assault, including post-traumatic stress 

disorder and paranoia (Ullman & Brecklin, 2003). The topic of sexual assault and the widespread 
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nature of the issue has recently been included in conversations within realms of traditional and 

digital media. 

The hashtag #MeToo first began to circulate on Twitter following the accusations by a 

number of women in the entertainment industry against Harvey Weinstein, a well-established 

film executive. These stories about Weinstein’s misogynist behaviors and repeated acts of sexual 

harassment and sexual assault were widely covered by the traditional media (Farrow, 2017). The 

hashtag itself gained traction on social media by mid-October, a trend started by actress Alyssa 

Milano, who encouraged the sharing of the hashtag to promote awareness of the widespread 

issue of sexual misconduct in the entertainment industry. The rapid replies extended the use of 

the tag into fields unrelated to entertainment. Facebook and Instagram quickly adopted the use of 

the tag, and social media platforms were soon flooded with personal stories of sexual assault 

(Codrea-Rado, 2017). 

The #MeToo movement did not originally contain a hashtag and existed long before the 

Milano’s tweet. Tarana Burke, a survivor of sexual assault herself, began the movement after a 

harrowing conversation with a young woman who had decided to share her story (Brockes, 

2017). Ten years later, “Me Too” was used as a slogan for Burke’s non-profit, Just Be Inc., 

created with the aim to help victims of sexual assault and harassment, namely within minority 

groups. When the hashtag exploded on social media, Burke was skeptical at best, voicing her 

long-standing concerns about both social media and the “great lack of intersectionality across 

these various movements” (Garcia, 2017, p. 2). Burke’s foundation and the origin of the phrase 

“me too” have been included continuously in awareness campaigns and mass media coverage. 

The #MeToo movement has resonated at a global scale, and participants of the movement were 

named TIME Magazine’s Person of the Year in December 2017 (Zacharek, Docketerman, & 
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Sweetland-Edwards, 2017). Within a week of its introduction in mid-October, over 10 million 

users had interacted with the hashtag (Cordea-Rado, 2017). Participation ranged from simply 

posting the hashtag to the retelling of stories of sexual violence, mostly by women. Its use is not 

limited to the United States as the personal experiences were posted across the world. The nature 

of the posts generated under the umbrella of #MeToo, from the experiences shared to the content 

that accompanied them, is worth further examination.  

Related Studies 

Fraser (1990) discusses the historical marginalization of women within public spheres, 

beginning from the establishment of men as the dominant forces behind public organizations like 

government. While men established dominance in public spaces, women became the center of 

the “private” space of the domesticated home. This association left women out of decision 

making processes and influenced what issues were brought into public discussion. Issues related 

to the private space were thus left out of public conversation, and clear lines were drawn around 

what was to be discussed in public spaces (Fraser, 1990). This divide changed, as society and 

feminist thought evolved and continues to discourage discussion about the sensitive topic of 

sexual assault in public spheres that are notoriously dominated by the “masculine” nature of 

public conversation. Salter (2012, 2013), building upon the boundaries of the public sphere 

presented by Fraser (1990), presents the digital space as a counter-public. Online, topics of the 

private sphere such sexual assault experiences have the opportunity to generate discussion and 

challenge public representation (Salter, 2012). The counter-public of the internet, however viable 

to audience interpretation (Salter, 2013), provides a space that allows them to share their stories 

without censoring or gatekeeping by the media.  
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While new media technology has been involved in traditional media coverage about 

sexual assault, the underlying issues of power and gender are not discussed. Research on cases of 

sexual violence have found that journalists were more interested in “discussing how evidence of 

a sexual assault circulated on new media technology than the underlying power structures that 

contributed to the actual assault” (Pennington & Birthisel, 2016, p. 2446). Such framing 

discourages public discussion on issues of gendered power and downplays the violent 

experiences and trauma endured by sexual assault victims through their invalidation (Salter, 

2012). The feminist perspective lacks a presence in news organizations: newsroom staffers often 

avoid the term “feminism” when identifying themselves, regardless of gender, reflecting the 

traditional and dominant masculine culture of journalism (Benedict, 1993; North, 2009; 

Tuchman, Daniels, & Benét, 1978). In court reporting of trials about sexual assault, the 

privileged status of the accused is often used to suggest innocence (Meyers, 1994; Watson, 

2016).  

Journalists often face challenges reporting sexual violence stories, largely trust-related, 

due to the victim’s feelings of vulnerability and fear of being misrepresented by the media’s 

framing of their experiences (Blanding, 2017). Traditional media coverage also has limited 

discussion on intersectional factors relating to sexual violence. Portrayals of victims of sexual 

violence varied across different target markets and often used “scary” language to warn 

audiences of the dangers of sexual violence (Cuklanz, 2000; Gilchrist, 2010; Lykke, 2016). The 

differences in language used in media intended for intersectional audiences versus the mass 

audience exemplifies differences in the interpretation of the danger of sexual assault and the 

process of sharing stories about sexual violence. The current research explores how victims of 
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sexual violence choose to represent themselves and their experiences in the absence of the 

gatekeepers of mass media. 

With the audience of traditional media channels undermined by the practices of 

gatekeepers, victims of sexual assault within virtual communities have utilized the ability to 

maintain a state of anonymity on the internet. The feeling of safety that comes with being 

anonymous has resulted in higher tendencies of self-disclosure (Andalibi, Haimson, De 

Choudhury, & Forte, 2016). Over the past decade, researchers have examined increasing usage 

of social media with higher tendencies of self-disclosure (de Ridder & van Bauwel, 2015), even 

with content that is more intimate in nature (Bazarova & Choi, 2014; Vogel, Shanahan, & 

Signorielli, 2018). Increased levels of self-disclosure amongst users of social media has allowed 

for the discussion of more private topics such as sexual assault. Within the last decade, news 

stories involving instances of sexual violence and harassment have sparked discussions online 

advocating for justice for victims, particularly those of marginalized groups (Fisher, 2016; 

Rodino-Colocino, 2014). Low cost and increasingly accessible social media sites have offered 

minority groups a platform to empower themselves collectively and build community through 

the use of new linguistic tools such as hashtags (Chen, 2017).  

Contributors to these discussions are both anonymous and identified by details included 

on the profiles of social networking sites like Twitter and Facebook. Users who posted stories 

with the #MeToo tag do not necessarily have the advantage of anonymity; Facebook users often 

develop their profiles with detailed information such as their birthday, place of work, and general 

interests. Posts are shared with friends and/or the public, depending on the individual’s user 

settings. Groups, public and private, are established as spaces in which users can share specific 

types of content directly to a particular subset with a strong interest in the subject. Because of 
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this, the language and information that is used in stories about sexual assault on Facebook has 

the potential to differ in their content and structure. 

From an intersectional perspective, it is important to acknowledge the existence of people 

who are part of the discourse on any subject (Davis, 2008; Schradie, 2012). Just as class 

distinctions have influenced the coverage from traditional media (Cuklanz, 2000; Franiuk, 

Seefelt, Cepress, & Vandello, J, 2008; Gilchrist, 2010; Meyers, 1994), they have also impacted 

the use of technology and social media (Salter, 2013). Language used and topics discussed 

within minority groups online have been determined by intersectional factors relating to 

traditional power structures (Chen, 2017; Drummond & Camara, 2014). The design and 

accessibility of social media networks have discouraged participation from users with 

intellectual, physical, or psychiatric disabilities (Campbell, 2008; Ellis, Goggin, Huntsinger, & 

Senft, 2014). This in turn “effects wider participation in shaping culture and society,” especially 

as social media continues to permeate our lives (Ellis, Goggin, Huntsinger, & Senft, 2014, p. 

129). Recognizing that not all voices are being heard in the counterpublic of the internet and/or 

participating in discussions online is central to this research. The issue of unequal representation 

on the internet due to issues of accessibility and digital literacy gaps has been highlighted in the 

literature (Gorski, 2003; Salter, 2013) and remains a topic of conversation for scholars of new 

media and feminist thought (Korn & Kneese, 2014; Latina & Docherty, 2014, Shaw, 2014). The 

#MeToo movement gives people with access to social media technologies a platform to share 

their experiences of sexual assault, and it is important to explore the manner in which they 

choose to do so in the absence of traditional gatekeepers.  

Research Questions 
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In examining the stories about sexual violence shared with the #MeToo hashtag, this 

research asked the following questions: 

RQ1: What type of experiences were shared using the #MeToo on Facebook? 

RQ2: What type of content accompanied the sharing of these experiences? 

RQ3: How do individuals sharing their stories of sexual violence on Facebook identify 

themselves? 

RQ4: How do individuals share stories of sexual violence on Facebook? 

Methodology 

A qualitative textual analysis was conducted to answer the above research questions. 

Textual analysis, paired with an intersectional feminist lens and a focus on individual narratives, 

allowed for the exploration of underlying power structures, gendered and otherwise, that 

presented themselves within the stories shared about sexual violence on Facebook. Textual 

analysis requires the close examination of texts generated by individuals or groups in an effort to 

understand the ways people make sense of the world they live in (McKee, 2003). Narrative 

analysis, a form of textual analysis, examines the properties of stories people share and the role 

they play as a reflection of their experience with the world (Treadwell, 2013). Individual stories 

vary depending on the social context in which the experience occurs. According to Treadwell 

(2013), narrative analysis pays attention to how these stories are shared to determine 

characteristics of said context, including power dynamics.  

 Feminist research in the social sciences has often employed a content analysis 

methodology in the examination of cultural artifacts that are produced by people (Reinharz, 

1992). These cultural artifacts are the result of “individual activity, social organization, 

technology, and cultural patterns,” and can be categorized into four main types: written records, 
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narratives and visual texts, material culture, and behavioral residues (p. 147). The postings on 

Facebook about sexual violence with #MeToo can arguably fall under the written records, 

narratives, and visual texts categories. The stories shared within the posts are crafted by 

individuals who are interpreting their experiences for a larger audience. Researchers attempt to 

understand individual experiences and how they attribute meaning to those experiences by 

analyzing these stories as texts (Clandinin, 2006). The content of narratives generated by users 

on social media contain information on how they view the world around them. The content 

included in this sharing process is unique to the individual. Literature on the construction of 

identity through narratives argues that individual stories about life experiences both construct 

identities and reveal ways about how “relational setting” influences how people create such 

narratives (Somers, 1994, p. 624). Paired with an intersectional feminist lens, textual analysis 

allows a researcher to explore how stories about sexual violence are being shared.  

Third wave feminism focuses on issues of inequality and recognizes that intersectional 

factors directly impact power dynamics between individuals. The topic of sexual violence, an 

issue with power structures and the abuse of such power at its core, is traditionally gendered. 

These stories often involve the subordination of the female to a dominant male figure (Benedict, 

1993; Franiuk, Seefelt, Cepress, & Vandello, J, 2008; Lykke, 2016; Meyers, 1994; Watson, 

2016). Language within text has been examined by previous feminist work to reveal how stories 

of sexual violence have been framed. Social media networks such as Facebook have given 

individuals, particularly those of marginalized groups, more opportunities to express themselves 

and their values in supportive groups (Chen, 2017). However, undertones of power dynamics 

that guide conversation are often revealed through the nature of written discourse online and 

offline (Korn & Knease, 2015; Salter, 2013). Without traditional gatekeepers, these structures 
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have been found to still guide activities of users of online discussion boards and social media 

networks (Drummond & Camara, 2014).  

For this study, posts on Facebook using the phrase “Me Too” and the variations “MeToo” 

and “#MeToo” were collected through a manual search of the social media network. Posts 

collected for analysis were shared publicly by users during October through December of 2017, 

when the hashtag #MeToo was trending in the mass media. Facebook, unlike Twitter and 

Instagram, has a more textual focus and does not restrict users to a character limit in their 

postings. Hence, longer narratives can be constructed, and visual content included. I did not 

interact with the posts themselves by joining the group or saving them on Facebook; instead, a 

screenshot of the original post was taken, given an identification number, and saved externally. 

No stories shared within private groups or networks are incorporated in my data sample. Public 

status was determined by Facebook filters and the status of the group or page where the content 

had been posted. To be included in the sample, the posts had to contain a retelling of a personal 

experience with sexual violence. Search results that contained only the hashtag or a restatement 

of the movement’s purpose with the use of a stock copy/paste message were discarded. “Sexual 

violence” was used as an umbrella term to include experiences such as sexual assault, sexual 

harassment, rape, and sexual abuse, both verbal and physical.  

A total of 65 posts were gathered this way, then vetted for duplicates and double-checked 

for the inclusion of an experience and public publishing status. The revised sample of 61 posts 

was then coded using the established codebook into an Excel spreadsheet (see Appendix 2). The 

analysis was completed in three phases, first phase focused on the origin of each post (individual 

Facebook wall or public Facebook group). If the writer of the post was not the person who 

experienced the assault, it was noted as such. During coding, the posts were examined for the 
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inclusion of the following variables: age at the time of experience (range or exact age), racial 

identification (white, black, Hispanic, etc.), gender identification (male, female, trans, etc.), any 

implication of blame, and the inclusion of visual content (images and videos). The presence and 

absence of each variable within individual post was recorded using an established code book (see 

Appendix 2).  

Once the coding was complete, the second phase involved analysis of the posts for the 

overarching themes. The spreadsheet was uploaded into Dedoose, a web application used for 

mixed methods research, in order to locate and organize themes within the posts noted during the 

first round of coding. The application allowed me to create codes for non-demographic details of 

the posts, highlighted as excerpts in the program. A total of 52 codes were created, sorted into 

five root groups: author identification, perpetrator identification, implications of blame, inclusion 

of graphic details, and tone of the post (see Appendix 3). A sixth root code was created 

(“intersectional”) to allow for easier identification in the second and third levels of analysis, 

which focused around overarching feminist narratives and intersectional factors. The final phase 

of analysis focused on a close reading of the codes to identify any themes and trends that 

emerged from the content of the posts. 

 Due to the personal and private nature of the stories that were shared, I have decided not 

to disclose the usernames of the posters. While their experiences were shared publicly by choice, 

I do not find it to be my place to release their identities in connection to these experiences. I 

believe that most of the authors would not want their experiences with sexual violence to define 

them through publication, an argument supported by overall reluctance to come forward to 

traditional gatekeepers and authority (Blanding, 2017; Salter, 2012). 

Results 
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Overview of Sample 

The sample of Facebook posts included 15 posts from a public group, nine from an 

admin-controlled page, one from a personal professional page, and 36 from individual public 

walls. Of the 61 posts that were analyzed, 52 of the posts identified their attacker as male 

through the use of pronouns or the inclusion of names. Only one user identified the perpetrator of 

the incident as female, and seven posts did not indicate or imply gender overtly. A single post 

attributed both male and female labels to their assailant. Race was not reported or referenced in 

53 of the 61 posts. Visual content was also uncommon in the text-based sharing of experiences 

of sexual violence; only 13 users within the sample chose to include images, videos, or outside 

web pages into their posts. Throughout the following analysis, I discuss various posts 

individually and collectively. All of posts were assigned a number and are indexed in Appendix 

4 for reference. 

RQ1: What type of experiences were shared using the #MeToo movement on Facebook? 

 During the initial search, the phrase “Me Too” brought forward results that shared what 

will be referred to as the stock message of the Facebook movement. There were several 

variations of this message, placed either at the beginning or the end of the post to signify the 

user’s participation in the social media movement (see Appendix 4, post 41). Many users copied 

and pasted the stock message into their Facebook status without adding any additional context or 

giving more detail about their experience. For that reason, they were not included in the sample, 

as this research sought to observe how stories were being shared differently than what would be 

considered the status quo. 

The experiences shared on Facebook ranged from catcalling to graphic descriptions of 

assault and rape. Across the data, 36 posts described experiences with sexual assault, 27 included 
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recollections of harassment, and 19 mentioned incidents of rape. Further, five posts disclosed 

experiences of molestation, and five referenced long term sexual, physical, and emotional abuse. 

While 26 of the posts collected recounted a single incident, the other 35 referenced multiple or 

continuous experiences with sexual violence. When included in the post, the age of the victim at 

the time of the incident was usually young, under 30 years of age. This is consistent with current 

statistics about sexual violence: According to RAINN (n.d.-a), people over 18 and under 30 are 

at the highest risk of sexual violence. In 12 cases, the poster was able to avoid direr physically 

violent experiences. These posters often identified themselves as a voice for the voiceless, for 

those who could not come forward for any reason (posts 6, 18, 21, 28). This type of claim was 

frequently coupled with a call for social change and awareness of the problem of sexual violence 

(post 18, 24, 41). While these users are likely to have the good intentions, there is a marked 

difference between experiences of verbal harassment and an act of rape. Putting more violent 

incidents on the same plane as being cat-called can be problematic, perhaps invalidating 

reactions of other victims who did not share their stories under the #MeToo hashtag.  

RQ2: What type of content accompanied the sharing of these experiences? 

Visual content was uncommon in the stories examined. Only nine included photos or 

videos, and three included links to articles related to sexual violence or the origin of the #MeToo 

hashtag. One post shared content from other users, along with the “Me Too” stock message that 

encouraged others to spread awareness by copying and pasting the same text onto their wall (post 

21). When images were included, they were what could be presumed as photographs of the 

author of the posts (posts 11, 26, 51). These images followed posts that were longer and more 

detailed in the description of the individual’s experience. However, the sharing of visual content 

was not the norm; the posts analyzed were narrative-based without the addition of audio/visuals. 
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#MeToo has remained in the headlines sporadically since October 2017, but the number of 

stories shared on Facebook tapered off as news cycles turned over. Thus, it is unsurprising to 

find that 45 of the posts collected were published in October, 10 in November, and six in 

December.  

Out of the 61 posts, 27 included graphic details describing user’s experience with sexual 

violence. These details were coded for their presence in the posts, and several posts included 

different types of graphic detail. Physical wounds received during the incident, including bruises 

and broken bones, were described in 7 posts. Groping, typically by strangers, occurred in 13 of 

the posts, and 4 specifically mentioned the act of undressing. There were 3 accounts of unwanted 

exposure to masturbation, and 7 stories in which the victim was pressured into participating in a 

sexual act through the use of drugs, physical force, or manipulation. Details of sexual assault 

were given in 3 posts, and another 3 described molestation. The most graphic details involved 

intense descriptions of rape, which appeared in 5 of the 61 posts.  

The level of detail provided in some of the stories shared publicly using #MeToo on 

Facebook is reflective of the increasing level of self-disclosure that users of social media have 

become comfortable with (Andalibi, Haimson, De Choudhury, & Forte, 2016). By nature, 

encounters with sexual violence are personal and violating, which prevents many from sharing 

their stories and seeking out support. While the Internet may provide people with a space in 

which they feel safe enough to disclose such private experiences, Facebook users often base their 

online social networks on their offline relationships, occasionally becoming friends with people 

they’ve only interacted with once (Chen, 2017). The posts sampled for this study were published 

to the public, accessible to anyone performing a manual search, adding an additional level of 

disclosure.  
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RQ3: How do individuals sharing their stories of sexual violence on Facebook identify 

themselves? 

Considering all 61 posts, 70.1% used empowering language and/or identified themselves 

as survivor versus a victim of sexual violence. Within the group of survivors, posters would 

often indicate a shift in themselves from being a victim to becoming a survivor, brought on by 

the healing powers of time (posts 20, 25, 52), support from friends and family (post 8, 11, 42), 

extensive psychological treatment (post 3), or even the #MeToo movement (post 9). No posts 

analyzed could be clearly classified as being authored by a woman who identified as a lesbian, 

but two male authors identified themselves as gay. Both posters included stories that used 

language more consistent with the vulnerable state of a victim versus the empowering language 

of a survivor (posts 12 and 16). 

Some of the posts included information about the author’s occupation, occasionally 

accompanied by an acknowledgement of their assailant’s profession. Three industries stood out 

of the data, referenced by multiple authors for being associated with the act of sexual violence: 

food service, medicine, and entertainment. Authors who shared work-related experiences within 

food service or restaurant industry (posts 36 and 49) indicated that they were either afraid to 

come forward and complain due to the normalcy of the behavior or had been turned away when 

they did bring the incident up to management or security. One poster was fired from her 

restaurant job for speaking up and has avoided walking by the place ever since (post 35). 

Posts that described violating experiences in medical settings expressed particularly 

strong feelings of betrayal (post 39) and a fear that the status and job responsibilities of the 

medical professional would allow their attackers to commit similar acts on other unknowing 
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patients (post 33). The author of post 34 was stunned to see how many others were affected 

before she was and wondered if she would have been “spared” if they had come forward. 

Since the origins of the #MeToo movement on social media originally addressed issues 

within the entertainment industry, it is of no surprise that a number of stories that were shared 

took place either in the entertainment industry or involved an assailant who worked in 

entertainment (posts 9, 10, 23, 31). In one post, a hostess at a catered party for a tennis match 

recollected an experience with one actor who has been active in political satire, revealing the 

character paradoxes within the entertainment industry (post 31). Many posters expressed feelings 

of gratitude and happiness that the #MeToo hashtag was trending, but a few users came forward 

with some concerns. Like other forms of feminist activism on social media (Aronson, 2017; 

Latina & Docherty, 2014; Rodino-Colocino, 2014), the #MeToo has been subject to critique. 

These users pointed out issues with the movement and critiqued its inclusion and brevity. One 

poster, a male, testified to the difficulties male victims have in coming forward and being 

recognized as victims compared to females (post 24). In the same vein, some posters who 

identified as participants of the #MeToo movement were critical of the movement. One author 

specifically found a problem with posts that are vague and don’t directly identify the perpetrator 

of the act of sexual violence (post 1). 

RQ4: How do individuals share stories of sexual violence on Facebook? 

The stories shared during the height of the #MeToo movement contained a vast number 

of experiences, explained and retold in ways unique to each individual poster. Various levels of 

detail were included, occasionally preceded by warnings about the nature of the content that was 

about to be read (posts 12, 20, 57). Disclosure varied on a case by case basis, with some posts 

skirting around direct terminology such as sexual assault, choosing to describe their experience 
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more vaguely instead of using concrete labels. The opposite also occurred, with some authors 

labeling their experience with sexual violence outright at the beginning of their posts. 

Betrayal of Trust 

Many of the posters expressed feelings of betrayal surrounding their experiences. This 

betrayal was often directed towards law enforcement or other authoritative systems, the very 

systems that they had believed would protect them and deliver justice. In the sample, 10 posts 

expressed difficulties with the legal system, law enforcement, organization administrations, or a 

combination of the three when they sought to bring their attackers to justice. They received 

warnings from their friends and family and were discouraged from doing so by people situated 

within those very systems, anticipating the potential problems they’d encounter (post 45). 

Repeated failed attempts for justice instilled a distrust of authorities and the legal system in 

general (post 34). School administrations and media organizations also were discouraging when 

the posters came forward with their stories. In some cases, posters were ignored entirely, 

suggesting that the behaviors of the perpetrators were the norm. These findings serve to support 

and reinforce the lack of trust in the systems in place that deal with acts of sexual violence: Two 

out of three incidents of sexual violence go unreported (RAINN, n.d.-b).  

Others felt particularly betrayed by their family members. In six situations, family 

members were the perpetrators who the victim had obeyed as authority figures and depended on 

to give guidance. Parents, guardians, and friends who neglected to give support or refused to 

believe the authors were pointed out with anger and sadness. These closer relationships amplified 

the experience’s emotional impact on the authors, and often added to the challenge of the healing 

process that would transform them from victim to survivor. 
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Gendered Power. Descriptions of assailants in the sample of posts directly depicted the 

abuses by men in positions of power. In these scenarios, men filled roles that gave them authority 

over some of the decisions that impacted the lives and careers of those residing within the lower 

levels. This becomes problematic when power abusers are entwined in legal or administrative 

systems within larger organizations. Their connections within their organization and within their 

community present challenges to victims who wish to press charges for sexual harassment, 

assault, and rape. While these power imbalances were acknowledged by multiple posters, there 

were only a few authors (three of the 61 in the sample) who challenged the status of a male in a 

position of power within their place of work or community. In one instance, a female prosecutor 

discouraged her client, the poster, from seeking justice through the law due to the legal system’s 

handling of previous sexual assault cases. The author of post 45 listened to the advice and 

abstained from pressing charges, choosing instead to focus on healing herself without the 

government’s support. 

Emotional Toll and Sexual Abuse. The act of sexual violence stirs up strong emotions 

both within victims and non-victims. Psychologically speaking, anger is a common emotional 

response to pain, vulnerability, and fear within humans. Sex crimes include aspects of all three 

(Andreassi, 2010). Victims and survivors of sexual violence in the sample directed anger, rage, 

and resentment towards men in general and society at large (post 53 and 56). One poster took on 

what could be considered a vigilante position, bettering herself through physical training so that 

she would be able to defend herself as well as others. She puts it succinctly: “we are our sisters’ 

keepers” (post 39), implying that it is up to women to fight for themselves or thus be victimized. 

Other posts by anonymous users indicated feelings of fear or dread at the thought of what would 

happen should their identities and stories become publicized. These included the potential 
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consequences that would come onto their families or loved ones (post 38). Authors emphasized 

the fear of being outcasted from their social and professional circles, a fear that is enforced by 

other posters who experienced this kind of alienation.  

While stories of long term abuse were not common in the data, some posts described 

situations in which they were emotionally and physically manipulated by their partners (post 20 

and 27). All of these partners were identified as male, and the victims in all but one case were 

female. One author admitted to enduring abuse during an eight-year long relationship (post 55), 

and another shared that her former partner pressured her into participating in sexual acts (post 

58). Another survivor told her audience how she was maliciously drugged and assaulted 

following an attempt at friendship with her perpetrator (post 57).  

Power in Patriarchal Society: Internalizing Misogyny. A critical feminist lens was 

used to analyze the content of the posts, the primary goal of exploring the narratives presented in 

the Facebook posts was to identify their compatibility with the values and goals of feminist 

theory. A reoccurring facet of the posts within the sample was the idea that women must act to 

change the behaviors of men within society, to be the agents of change despite the “lesser than” 

status of women when compared to men (Salter, 2012). Post 3 features not only a retelling of 

experiences with sexual violence but also a suggested therapeutic method that the author said 

helped her “reclaim [her] body” as her own, implying that it was never hers in the first place and 

that she is to blame for allowing people to treat her body as property. In post 32, a woman who 

shared a story of harassment and manipulation by her employer presents a narrative that is 

incompatible with a feminist mindset. Self-blame occurs sporadically throughout the post, as she 

blames her very nature for the incident, feeling that ownership of her physical body and devotion 

was the payment required for a man’s assistance. 
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I blame my vulnerability, lack of experience and lack of self-worth for allowing his 

aggressive attention to make me develop a dependency on him. I also blame my 

goodness, which always reminded me that I should give him a chance because if I didn’t, 

I wouldn’t be humble or grateful to what he’d done for me. I felt like I owed him 

something because he had offered to help me when he didn’t have to.  

This indicates a level of internalized misogyny that is problematic, because it exists only 

when the male is in a position of power. Females have been traditionally stereotyped as 

caregivers, domesticated to serve the male agenda. This poster blames herself for this 

dependence, while simultaneously citing her inexperience for giving in to it, reflecting a form of 

paradoxical thought process feminists wish to eliminate through assertion of equality. Posts like 

the one above indicate a level of internalized misogyny that exists within the poster themselves, 

which is then reflected in their activity on digital platforms. Many of the posters echoed the 

feminist call for change in society, and for more awareness of gendered phenomena such as 

sexual violence. However, many posters expressed a desire for change within the parenting of 

women and girls, not within men and boys. Girls, they reiterated, were never told to say no (post 

46) and were not empowered as children (post 36), which then led to experiences of sexual 

violence, physical and verbal.  

Performing Gender & Stigmas. Gender has traditionally been viewed in binary, black 

and white in terms of what is male and what is female (Butler, 1999). Over time, this has proven 

to be problematic to individuals who do not fully identify as either male or female as well as to 

those who do not identify with the gender conventionally associated with their biological sex 

(West & Zimmerman, 1987). Wood (2017) describes the struggles faced by the  transgender and 

nonbinary individuals, who have only recently become  more accepted into society due to the 



     
 
 
#METOO: ACCOUNTS OF SEXUAL VIOLENCE ON FACEBOOK    30 
   
slow and steady liberalization of cultures in urban areas. Those who do not identify with the 

gender associated with their biological sex struggle with self-concept and with communicating 

their unique identities to others within their community. This is further compounded by the 

cultural pressures that come with performing each gender, both male and female.  

Sexual violence is a gendered phenomenon (Salter, 2012), with the victim usually 

identified as female and the assailant as male (RAINN, n.d.-a). Female victims are often 

criticized for taking harassment offensively instead of flirtatiously, blamed for the incident due to 

their choice in clothing, or otherwise robbed of their agency using reasons based around their 

performed gender. When the victim is transgender, their experience may be subject to more 

critical interpretation by others due to assumptions surrounding the transition process. In the 

sample, the author of post 5 identified themselves as a transgender woman. She expresses how 

important the #MeToo movement is to her and her frustrations about being told she was 

“overreacting.” She also attests to other women invalidating her experiences because she 

“couldn’t understand what it is like to be a ‘real’ woman dealing with it.” 

Race, Ethnicity, and Power. Intersectional feminism came forward in feminist literature 

as a criticism to the “whiteness” of second wave feminism (Campbell, 1973; Collins, 2009; 

Wood, 2017). Race was not often mentioned in the sharing of experiences of sexual violence 

under #MeToo. The race of the author could be inferred from the profile pictures and usernames, 

but only a handful identified their own race or the race of their attackers. One story in particular 

stands out from the sample. The author identifies herself as a young black woman and describes 

the attacker as a young white male serving as a police officer in her county. The combination of 

privileged race, gender, and position of power held by the attacker is shown to have a suffocating 

effect on the victim. Post 7 was one of the more graphic posts in the sample as the act of rape 



     
 
 
#METOO: ACCOUNTS OF SEXUAL VIOLENCE ON FACEBOOK    31 
   
was described in detail. She was told by her attacker that no one would believe her because she 

was a young black woman and he was a white cop. At the close of her story, the poster states that 

she “never got justice,” and that her attacker was still employed as a police officer in a 

neighboring town. Not only does this post exemplify the power dynamic between men and 

women and the invalidation of the female sex, but it is also shows the role race plays in the 

interpretation of an experience from both the victim’s standpoint as well as that of the public. 

Women in positions of privilege, particularly white women, do not face the same level of 

scrutiny as black women do (Crenshaw, 1989). Online, this individual was able to share her story 

with a supportive community that is disengaged from her physically, providing a sense of safety 

she does not have offline. 

Interestingly enough, only one author directly identified themselves as being a feminist 

(post 4). Despite the inclusive nature of modern feminist movements, the term “feminism” still 

carries a stigma for being catered towards the goals and ambitions of middle class white women 

(Aronson, 2017; Campbell, 1973; Collins, 2009; Wood, 2017). The visual content included in the 

post 4 and the user’s profile picture shows that the author is a working white woman, 

perpetuating the stereotype of white feminism.  

Disability. Three posts in the sample were found to be authored by persons with physical 

or intellectual disabilities. One identified as an man on the autism spectrum (post 50), another 

revealed that they were wheelchair bound (post 33). The third did not label herself as 

handicapped within the text of the post, but the photo attached revealed that she required 

crutches to walk (post 18). The author of post 33 reflected on the assumptions made by able 

bodied persons about the disabled: 
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...but just because someone is in a wheelchair doesn’t mean they can’t feel and it doesn’t 

give someone the right to touch them sexually! but it seems people think that it’s okay 

because we’re disabled. 

Persons with physical and intellectual disabilities are often excluded from consideration 

in terms of accessibility to technology and are frequently misunderstood by the able bodied and 

those without intellectual disabilities. Their inability to communicate as effectively as an able-

bodied person can add to the difficulties involved with experiences of sexual violence. Social 

media platforms have yet to be optimized for persons with physical and mental disabilities, 

despite advancements in computer technologies (Campbell, 2008; Ellis, Goggin, Huntsinger, & 

Senft, 2014). Thus, disabled persons lack the ability to participate in movements like #MeToo, 

joining those individuals within lower income classes who do not have access to the Internet and 

other groups that lack the digital literacy to use technology effectively.  

Discussion  

This study looked at personal accounts of sexual violence that were shared using the 

#MeToo hashtag on Facebook. These stories included details that would likely have been 

omitted by print and broadcast media outlets and put individual users in a position of control in 

interpreting their experience for a mass audience (Drummond & Camara, 2014; Salter, 2013). 

The nuances about sexual violence found within the individual stories shared are not included in 

traditional media coverage, which often sensationalizes stories of sexual violence by selecting 

stories about popular celebrities or choosing alternative frames (Pennington & Birthisel, 2016). 

This research revealed details about the complex modern power dynamic between genders, 

particularly within minority groups, and provides a snapshot of the alarming extent to which 

heteronormativity and misogyny are internalized by individuals and reflected within their digital 
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communication. The types of experiences shared included harassment, assault, rape, molestation, 

and abuse. Nearly half of the posters in the sample opted to share graphic details about their 

experiences, and most authors included several experiences in their post. The sample was largely 

female, with only 7 posts authored by men. Transgender and disabled persons were uncommon 

in the data set. In 52 cases, the perpetrator was identified as male.  

Traditional masculine power structures within organizations such as the medical field and 

entertainment industry were revealed, but not challenged. A handful of posters had been 

disappointed by the actions of law enforcement and the legal system when they chose to press 

charges, and others admitted to not reporting incidents out of fear or shame. Others kept their 

silence at the request of their families. Only a few posters were successful in bringing justice to 

their attackers. While most of the sample used empowering language, the posts also included 

expressions of regret, sadness, and anger. Within the stories shared, many authors expressed 

desire for change, and outrage at society. This was often followed by suggestions about changing 

how girls were raised, and that the task of reclaiming agency and power over their bodies fell 

into their own hands. The parenting of young boys was not discussed. 

From an intersectional perspective, the posts reasserted the claim that race, disability, and 

gender can combine and multiply experiences of oppression within victims of sexual violence. 

One particularly graphic story exemplified how race, gender, and institutionally powerful 

position could silence a victim of a violent rape. The sole transgender author shared how her 

experiences with assault and harassment had been invalidated by both men and women, 

reflecting a mainstream misconception of the transgender community. A disabled poster 

expressed concern for others with disabilities after her experience during a hospital stay. Each of 

these intersectional posts communicated that they felt misunderstood and subordinate to other 
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people in society. These posts described the added challenges that marginalized groups face 

when they experience acts of sexual violence as compared to more privileged groups. 

With the issue of sexual assault continuing to make headlines, it is important to examine 

the new outlets that victims of sexual violence have at their disposal to share their experiences 

and seek support. Digital spaces have become a safe space to talk about personal issues and 

private struggles with subjects such as sexual assault (Andalibi, Haimson, De Choudhury, & 

Forte, 2016). As exemplified by recent media coverage (Zacharek, Docketerman, & Sweetland-

Edwards, 2017), the breadth of the sexual violence problem is slowly becoming known. Previous 

news coverage of stories of sexual violence, physical and verbal, have been problematic, often 

misconstrued to the public through use of specific frames (Pennington & Birthisel, 2016). The 

hashtag #MeToo prompted millions of online users to share their experiences without traditional 

gatekeepers.  

The #MeToo movement is less than a year old and still evolving. Therefore, research has 

yet to examine many of its facets in great detail. However, as digital culture makes its place in 

feminist history (Cuklanz, 2016; Wood, 2017), #MeToo has established itself as one of the 

largest feminist moments of the past fifty years. (Tuchman, Daniels, & Benét, 1987; Benedict, 

1993). The Internet is a massive asset to the feminist cause (Wood, 2017), but intersectional 

theory suggests that we consider the potential pitfalls of using online culture. Lower income 

classes have significantly less access to digital technologies that would allow them to participate 

in feminist social media activism like #MeToo (Bivens, 2015; Gorski, 2003). Posts by disabled 

or handicapped authors within the sample reflected a concern of being excluded from 

consideration and having their experiences misunderstood (Keilty & Connelly, 2001). Disabled 

persons have difficulty using social media due to issues of accessibility and design (Ellis, 
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Goggin, Huntsinger, & Senft, 2014). Using social media platforms to engage in activism against 

an issue that impacts the physically and intellectually disabled and underprivileged considerably 

more may leave these voices out of the conversation and subdue progress in the understanding of 

the phenomenon of sexual violence. 

This research brought forward a number of individual concerns about the future of the 

#MeToo movement that have been reiterated in the media. Posters in the sample critiqued its 

exclusivity to cis-women, echoing comments about previous feminist movements (Crenshaw, 

1989; Wood, 2017). Only one poster directly identified themselves as a feminist, indicating that 

the perception of feminism as an ideology is still stigmatized despite #MeToo. If #MeToo is to 

be a true feminist movement, promoting equality over all else and avoiding issues encountered 

by second-wave feminism, it must also consider sexual violence experienced by men and 

transgender individuals. With its roots in social media, it must also take into account the groups 

that are unable to participate on the platform. These individuals are especially impacted by 

sexual violence, and accessibility to the internet may add to pressures to keep silent.  

Overall, the #MeToo movement intends to move beyond individual awareness of the 

commonality of their experience and into a realm of political and social knowledge-building 

regarding sexual violence. Social media platforms have created a space separate from the 

sensationalism of traditional journalism in which individuals can stand in solidarity, using their 

own experiences as a basis for the beginnings of a broader conversation about sexual violence in 

society. However, there is still trepidation around the subject, and around #MeToo’s significance 

at a national level. A nationwide survey found that while the majority of women support the 

movement, they are also apprehensive of its scope and its potential to backfire, impacting future 

career opportunities and men in their lives (North, 2018). The #MeToo movement has divided 
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women over the true intent of the movement, but most are not ready to dismiss its validity and 

importance. The future of #MeToo is difficult and uncertain, and its success will require constant 

critique from those who support it. Discussions about individual agency, paired with an 

awareness of how agency is perceived within marginalized groups, would be a crucial step 

forward in the understanding the gendered issue of sexual violence. 

Limitations 

 One of the limitations of a qualitative methodology is a small sample size. The #MeToo 

hashtag appeared in millions of posts, but this study only examined 61 of them. In addition, only 

public posts were selected for analysis, possibly preventing certain themes from appearing within 

the data. A central component of the study involved ableism and its relationship to the platforms 

provided on the Internet. It was expected that some groups would be underrepresented in the 

sample, including users with disabilities and lower income groups. Differences in individual 

levels of disclosure online as well as differences in the narrative structure of the posts hindered 

the gathering of concrete demographic information from the users involved in #MeToo. These 

absences and omissions from the data set prevented further intersectional analysis from being 

conducted. My textual analysis of the posts did not allow for me to draw conclusions 

surrounding each poster’s explicit or implicit purpose for sharing their experiences through this 

particular social media platform. Additionally, social media algorithms may have also affected 

how the posts were collected, as Facebook does not allow searches to be conducted without 

being logged into an account. My personal activity on the platform could have altered what 

stories appeared when I searched for posts containing “Me Too” and its variations. As the sole 

researcher involved in the project, I was the primary instrument for data collection and data 

analysis.  
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Future Studies 

 Future studies examining the #MeToo movement or gender-based violence could 

interview prominent storytellers within the online movement. Interviews would allow for deeper 

examination of the goals associated with the movement and reveal problems associated with 

online feminist activism. The more in-depth questioning encouraged by the interview format 

would be advantageous in providing insight into why the posters decided to share their 

experiences of sexual violence on Facebook. The answers to these questions may reveal 

individual differences of what #MeToo means to them as a movement, and what they were 

aiming to accomplish by disclosing their own stories in the vast expanse of the internet. Further, 

private Facebook groups may be examined utilizing an appropriate method to observe how these 

online groups interact in a private setting to provide support. News coverage of the #MeToo 

movement in traditional media channels such as print and broadcast television could also be 

analyzed for use of frames, themes, and content. Results from said study could be compared to 

how individual posters chose to share their stories of sexual violence in online spaces like 

Facebook, where anonymity is not guaranteed.  
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APPENDIX 1 
Definitions of Terms 

 
● Posts: a single unit of user-created content on Facebook that is shared with a large, public 

audience; contains original contributions from the poster 

● Poster: the creator of a post 

● Group: an online space created on Facebook that allows for members to participate in 

discussion about common interests, ideas, and experiences 

● Public group: an online conversation space on Facebook whose activities can be 

observed by the public, but participation is limited to members 

● Private group: an online conversation space on Facebook whose activities are hidden to 

all but the members of the group  

● Heteronormativity: the notion that heteroseuxality is the only sexual orientation (thus, the 

“norm”) and that other forms of sexuality are deviant forms; “widely used as shorthand 

for the numerous ways in which heterosexual privilege is woven into the fabric of social 

life, pervasively and insidiously ordering everyday existence” (Jackson, 2006, p. 108) 

● Patriarchy: a social system in which power resides solely within its male members, 

implicit or explicitly allowing men to dominate in leadership roles and moral authority 

● Ableism: discrimination and/or prejudice against individuals with physical, intellectual, 

and psychiatric disabilities and in favor of able-bodied people 

● Sexual violence: “a sexual act that is committed or attempted by another person without 

freely given consent of the victim or against someone who is unable to consent or refuse” 

(CDC, 2014) 

● Sexual assault: refers to acts of unwanted physical sexual contact that occur without 

explicit consent from at least one involved party 
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● Sexual harassment: refers to harassment that involves the verbal communication of 

unwanted sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, and other obscene remarks of a 

sexual nature 

● Rape: sexual intercourse or other forms of penetration that occur forcibly without valid 

consent; often carried out under threat of injury to the victim 

● Sexual abuse: repeated instances of sexual violence inflicted upon an individual by the 

same perpetrator 

● Incident: “A single act or series of acts of SV that are perceived to be connected to one 

another and that may persist over a period of minutes, hours, or days” (CDC, 2014) 

● Consent: explicit permission to engage in an activity with another person; consent for 

sexual activities is only legally valid when given by individuals over 18 years old, and 

cannot be assumed through previous sexual activity or other manners of non-verbal 

communication 

● Survivor: a person who has experienced an act of sexual violence and refers to 

themselves using language that is positive and empowering  

● Victim: a person who has experienced an act of sexual violence and refers to themselves 

using language that emphasizes their weakness and vulnerability 

● Implication of blame: identification of who is at fault for the incident of sexual violence; 

may vary in specificity 

● Internalization of blame: occurs when the identification of blame focuses in on the 

attacked individual and their person/behaviors  
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APPENDIX 2 
Code Book for the Textual Analysis of Stories About Sexual Violence on Facebook  

Using #MeToo 
 

User/Profile Name: 
 
Individual Post No.: 
 
Date of Post: 
 
Source of post (public wall post or public group): 
 
Who wrote this post?  
 
Does the author identify themselves directly? 
 
Is the perpetrator of the act of sexual violence identified?  
 
To what extent is the perpetrator identified? 
 
Profession of attacker? 
 
Does the post mention the race of the individual(s) involved in the incident? 
 
Does the post include the age of the individual at the time of the incident? 
 
Is the gender of the victim mentioned? 
 
Is the gender of the attacker mentioned? 
 
Does the post imply who is to blame for the incident of sexual violence? 
 
Does the post include visual content? If so, what? (Provide a description) 
 
Does the poster identify as a survivor or a victim? 
 
What is the tone of the post (angry, sad, empowering, happy, defensive, etc)? 
 
Were they able to avoid physical attack (assault/rape)? Yes or No 
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Physical harm? 
 
Long term mental anguish?  
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APPENDIX 3 
Dedoose Code Tree 

 

Code Title Description 

author_id  

disabled author identifies themselves as having a disability 

feminist author identifies themselves as a feminist 

gay author identifies themselves as gay/homosexual 

movement_participant author identifies themselves as part of the MeToo movement 
collectively 

survivor author uses empowering language and/or refers to themselves as 
a survivor of sexual violence 

transgender author identifies themselves as transexual 

victim author uses demeaning, minimizing, or "helpless" language 
and/or identifies as a victim of sexual violence w/o agency 

voice_voiceless author uses language that implies and/or identifies as one who is 
giving voice to the voiceless victims of sexual violence in 
addition to sharing their own experiences 

graphic_details  

assault post contains details of a sexual assault 

groping post describes an instance of groping 
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masturbation post includes instances of perpetrator's masturbation 

molestation post mentions details about molestation 

physical_wounds post includes descriptions of physical wounds received (includes 
bruises, cuts, broken bones, etc) 

pressured/forced post includes the user being pressured or forced to perform a 
sexual act (includes references to drugs/being drugged) 

rape_described post includes graphic details of rape 

undressing the act of undressing/disrobing/removal of clothes from the 
victim is disclosed 

implied_blame  

family user places blame on family members (parents, grandparents, 
etc) 

law_enforcement/system law enforcement and/or the justice system is put at fault 
(includes school and medical administrations) 

media media coverage/misconceptions surrounding sexual violence are 
blamed 

men blame is directed at the behaviors of men in general and/or male 
privilege 

movement_issue implies problems with #MeToo 

perpetrator user places blame on attacker 

self_blame author blames themselves, their actions, or their behavior for 
bringing on or encouraging the act of sexual violence (can be 
partial) 

society society as a whole is blamed for the user's experience, with 
reference to power structures 



     
 
 
#METOO: ACCOUNTS OF SEXUAL VIOLENCE ON FACEBOOK    51 
   

victim_blame user blames other victims and their behaviors  

intersectional  

perpetrator_id  

academic attacker identified as an academic (teacher, higher ed, etc) 

colleague attacker is identified as a coworker, colleague, classmate, or 
other equal position 

directly_named uses real name of assailant in post 

employer/boss perpetrator is author's employer or boss 

entertainment assailant is part of the entertainment industry 

family_member perpetrator is a member of the victim's family (includes "step" 
members and fiances)  

friend attacker is a friend/acquaintance of the author, can be used when 
stranger is not applicable 

law_enforcement perpetrator is a member of law enforcement or justice system 

medical attacker is in a medical profession (doctor, nurse, etc) 

partner assailant identified as romantic partner 

stranger author does not know assailant 

post_tone  

angry anger is present in the post, includes use of expletives 

betrayal narrative has a theme of betrayal 
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change_in_women implies that women must take charge, make the changes, learn 
new behaviors/thought processes  

detailed_experience a detailed account of experience is given, a very vivid post  

empowered post contained empowering (strong, positive) language 

fearful emotion of fear was communicated within post 

list poster gives a list of experiences with sexual violence 

regretful author expresses regret over actions or about experience 

sad sadness/sorrow is indicated by use of language in post 

society_callforaction call for change in society’s perception of sexual violence or 
attitudes towards women 
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APPENDIX 4 
Referenced Facebook Posts (Data Set) 

 
Post 1: 

  
 
 
Post 3: 
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Post 7:  
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