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SUNDAY 1 // Public Safety Office. Between 2:30 - 2:45 a.m. 
A student had non-consensual sexual intercourse with another student. The 
investigation continues by the Public Safety Department.

SATURDAY 7 // Nature Trails. 1:02 a.m. 
While canvassing for a bonfire, three students were found with drugs and 
drug paraphernalia. The case was turned over to Judicial Affairs. 

APRIL 16 // University Commons Suites (UCS, 300). 10:19 a.m. 
Damage was discovered to a cage around an exit sign, and to the exit sign 
itself, in an apartment complex. This investigation continues.

APRIL 18 // Peter Peterson Hall (PTH, 50B). 5:09 a.m. 
Staff members were observed shaking a vending machine to obtain products. 
The investigation was referred to Human Resources.

SATURDAY 21 // University Commons Suites (UCS, 300). 12:38 a.m. 
While investigating a fire alarm, it was determined that the cause of the 
alarm was an excess of marijuana smoke. The drugs were confiscated, and the 
case was turned over to Judicial Affairs.

TUESDAY 24 // Mark Ellingson Hall (MEH, 50A). 8:08 p.m. 
A non-member assaulted a student by punching him in the nose. The 
investigation continues.

FRIDAY 27 // Grace Watson Hall (GWH, 25). 4 p.m. - 6 a.m. 
An unknown person removed a Club Car without permission and 
drove it through the nature trail, where the car went into the creek. The 
investigation continues. 

ELECTION REGULATIONS DISCUSSED
During the Friday, May 4 meeting of the Student Government (SG) senate, 
Director of Services Robert Watson proposed several election-related 
amendments for inclusion in the SG bylaws.

The revisions allow unofficial campaigning to begin the first day of spring 
quarter, but prohibit candidates from using official RIT social media for 
promotion during this period. They also restrict candidates from seeking 
faculty, staff or administrator endorsement. 

Under the amendments, the SG Election Committee would reserve the right 
to discount votes cast for non-RIT students, including offensive votes. While 
Watson stated many offensive votes are not displayed on the official results page, 
the elections committee is seeking a standardized methodology for eliminating 
write-in names that are clearly vulgar attempts at humor, intolerance or 
disrespect. One proposed definition involved determining whether votes 
constitute a violation of RIT’s student conduct code with respect to racism, hate 
speech or otherwise offensive language. 

Watson also reiterated that students reserve the right to abstain by  selecting 
a “neither candidate” button during the election.

PEOPLESOFT SECURITY INCREASED
Social security numbers of students will no longer appear on GeneSIS due to the 
security and privacy issues accompanying the transparency of that information. 

Try your hand at Argentine tango at this massive dance 
party! Dancers of all skill levels are welcome, and a 
beginner’s lesson will be held. Cost: $5

The retro fighting game will be available for play at 
this Computer Science House event. Defeat enough 
opponents, and you may walk home with a prize. 
Cost: $6 for students and faculty; $8 for everyone else.

Celebrate Mother’s Day at Rochester’s famous festival of 
flowers. Entertainment will include live music, craft fairs 
and games for children. Cost: Free

To kick off its annual Palmyra Pirates festival, the town 
of Palmyra will be hosting a live performance of Siberian 
surf rock band Igor and Red Elvises. Cost: $10 in advance; 
$12 at the door.

You know that can of corn that’s been sitting in the back 
of your pantry for two months? Donate it to the Foodlink 
food bank at this canned food collection! Cost: Cans.

Old school music, classic commercials and dramatic 
skits are featured in this live-action recreation of a 1940s 
radio broadcast. Cost: $16 for museum members; $19 for 
everyone else.

Have you ever been so stressed you just want to destroy a 
car with sledgehammers? Photo House is about to grant 
that wish. Cost: $5 
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Editorial and Design facilities are located in Room A-730, in the lower level of the Campus Center. Our phone number is 1.585.475.2212. The 
Advertising Department can be reached at 1.585.475.2213. The opinions expressed in Reporter do not necessarily reflect those of the Institute.  Letters 
to the Editor may also be sent to reporter@rit.edu. “What’s larger than a blue whale?” - EW “An aspen!” - JF Reporter is not responsible for materials 
presented in advertising areas. No letters will be printed unless signed. All letters received become the property of Reporter. Reporter takes pride in 
its membership in the Associated Collegiate Press and American Civil Liberties Union. Copyright © 2012 Reporter Magazine. All rights reserved. No 
portion of this Magazine may be reproduced without prior written permission.Please

Recycle

CROSSING THE RUBICON

TABLE OF CONTENTS   05.11.12 | VOLUME 61 | ISSUE 29

The room was packed. I sat on a couch in the far corner, surveying the action from a distance. When then-Editor in Chief Laura 

Mandanas reached my name, I felt my heart reach my throat.

For days had I sat in Gleason Hall (GLE, 09), frantically pounding away at my keyboard. Every word had to be perfect. Seeing 

my work in print for the first time was an indescribable experience.

Now that RIT is selling the press that prints Reporter — the Goss Sunday 2000 — the magazine’s exact future is unclear.

Over the past several days, I’ve had many people ask what this means for us. Here’s my response: We’re not going anywhere. 

While Reporter will inevitably change during the upcoming months, we will only grow stronger in the process.

For me, it’s about giving others the chance that I had. When I joined, I was shy and unsure of my direction in life. There were 

two things I knew: I enjoyed writing, and I wished to share my views on music.

From there, my devotion grew. After you’ve put a certain amount of blood, sweat and tears into issue after issue, it begins to feel 

like staff is family. Through the dropped deadlines and all-nighters, we develop a unique brand of closeness.

The people I have met through this magazine have helped me grow drastically — not only as a writer, but as a person. I’ve 

gotten dating advice, help with homework and an incredible support network which has helped me through some of the most 

difficult moments of my life. I can’t imagine life without it.

It’s too early to say what fall will bring. While there is currently no buyer for the press, we aren’t guaranteed printing past this 

school year. With a few options, we may be able to continue exactly as we are currently. On the other hand, we may be an entirely 

digital venture. Ideally, I hope we fall somewhere in the middle — that we continue to print while growing our online program.

It’s a daunting task — and an emotional one. Yet it’s also a great honor. Our staff has been tasked with defining the future of this 

publication. It’s a chance to step back and completely reevaluate our worth. At a time like this, nothing is sacred.

You can help. As numerous editors have stated before me, this is isn’t just about us. This is also your magazine. Shoot me a line; 

let me know what you’d like to see next year. If you’re interested, you can join and help shape its future.

Alex Rogala 
EDITOR IN CHIEF
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Tango Club Milango
Rooms 2610 and 2650, Campus Center. 8:30 p.m. — 12:30 a.m.
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Street Fighter Tournament
Room 2610, Campus Center. 7 p.m. — 12 a.m.

Lilac Festival
Highland Park, Rochester. 10:30 a.m. — 8:30 p.m.

Igor and Red Elvsies
Palmyra VFW, 300 Macedon Center Rd. 7 — 10 p.m.

Kappa Delta Rho Can Drive
Post Office Lobby, NRH. 4 — 10 p.m.

Making American Music
Strong National Museum of Play. 1 Manhattan Sq., 7:30 p.m.

Photo House Car Smash
Greek Lawn. 11 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.



Slightly before noon Thursday, May 3, the 
normally quiet flow of students on the 
Quarter Mile was broken. About 40 students, 
both male and female, marched as part of the 
RIT Slutwalk, a demonstration against sexual 
assault victim shaming.

Waving signs proclaiming “My dress is not 
a ‘yes,’” and shouting chants such as “‘Yes’ 
means yes! ‘No’ means no!” the marchers grew 
in number as they moved from the Sundial 
to Kodak Quad. Here, several speakers — 
mostly women — addressed the crowd on the 
importance of taking blame off the victims of 
sexual assault, regardless of gender.

The RIT event follows the Toronto Slutwalk, 
the event that sparked the movement. 
According to its website, the Sunday, April 3, 
2011 march was held in response to a comment 
of a Toronto police officer that “women 
should avoid dressing like sluts in order not to 

be victimized.” Since the first event exploded 
out of the ensuing controversy, slutwalks have 
popped up in cities and on college campuses 
worldwide.

The call for an end to the shaming of rape 
victims was organized by the Center for 
Women and Gender’s Student Advisory 
Board. Meghan Castagno, a fourth year 
Psychology major, felt the event was an 
important visible action of people coming 
together.  “It’s important to speak out to 
change the mindset of a culture,” she said.

All of the speakers emphasized that sexual 
assault can happen to anyone. Darci Lane-

Williams, the director of the Center for 
Women and Gender, applauded all the men 
who turned up to participate, saying, “There is 
nothing sexier than an aware man!” Douglass 
Colon, a third year Finance major, said he 
attended the event because of the issue’s 
importance “especially here at RIT with 
women underrepresented here on campus.”

Though the term slutwalk has become 
a target for controversy, it is not an issue 
for the organizers. Denise Herrera, a staff 
interpreter and alumna, said that the 
overarching message of the movement was 
more important than its name. For Rauncie 
Ryan, an Academic Advisor in the College 
of Liberal Arts, the justification for such a 
shocking title is simple: “If we are not afraid 
of the word, it takes the power away.” 

“‘Yes’ means yes! 
 ‘No Means No!” 

A Walk of Protest: Combating Sexual Abuse

Participants in the RIT Slutwalk, a march to end the shaming of victims of sexual assult, make their way from the Sun Dial to Kodak Quad Thursday, May 3.

story and photograph by Joshua Barber
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Word  of  the  Week

quote

haiku

comic

mixtape  therapy

overseen & overheard

stream  of  facts

Selcouth adj.
Rarely known; unusual; strange.

After an entire year of 20 credit hours a  
quarter, the feeling of being released for 
the summer was selcouth to Adam.

The blue whale is the world’s largest animals. 
They are so large in fact, that their blood vessels 
are big enough for a grown MAN to swim through, 
according to Conservation International. 

A Belgian MAN spent 23 years misdiagnosed as 
comatose. After a 1983 car accident, Rom Houbens 
was unable to move or communicate despite being 
able to see and hear everything going on around 
him. He RECEIVED a new diagnosis following a 2006 
brain scan.

New Zealand’s department of internal affairs 
has RECEIVED enough odd requests for names that 
they’ve had to start denying some. No names are 
banned outright, but according to an article in the 
Economist, parents requesting “Lucifer,” “V8,” 
“Anal” and “89” were referred to a SPECIAL judge 
and child services. 

The U.S. Army had to bring in SPECIAL sand 
during the invasion of Iraq for use in the blast 
walls that protect special building like airports 
and ministries.

Your joints ache. Your head weighs a ton 
— no, a ton and a half — and the insides 
of your eyelids and your pupils feel as 
though they are made of Velcro. You’ve 
been this tired before, but it seems every 
time you find yourself this sleep deprived, 
it’s just so much worse than the last. You’d 
give anything for the sweet caress of just 
a minute’s rest, but you’ve got miles to 
go before you sleep. Here are some tunes 
to comfort you as your exhausted brain 
slowly loses its grip on reality. 

Thrice – “Come All You Weary.” This 
deeply moving call to comfort for the lost 
and the destitute is just what you need to 
keep your spirits up as the night winds on.

Between the Buried and Me – “Selkies: 
The Endless Obsession.” With its half 
dozen time signature changes and the 
transitions from progressive rock to death 
metal to jazz fusion, this seven minute 
masterpiece will keep you on your toes. 
There’s no way you could sleep with this 
brutal/beautiful track blasting through 
your speakers.

Janelle Monàe - “Come Alive.” Fact: It 
is physically impossible to sit still while 
Janelle Monàe is playing. Let the queen 
of neo-funk and cyber-soul get you in 
the groove.

Wiz Khalifa – “No Sleep.” Wiz knows 
what’s up. Sometimes the only way to 
combat exhaustion is with a good rager.  
Party all day; party all night. 

War – “Slipping into Darkness.”  All 
right, you’ve held out long enough. It’s 
time to let the grandfathers of funk coast 
you off to dream land. Sleep tight. 

“ 

“ 

” 

” 
You can turn painful situations 

around through laughter. 

If you can find humor in 

anything, you can survive it.

That’s how I gauge the drunkest times of my 
life. By the alcohol poisoning scale, I’d 
have to say that was the sixth.

So long RIT.
Been fun writing for you all.
Happy trails cow folk.

– Bill Cosby

– Conscientious drinker
Send your Overseen and Overheard entries to leisure@
reportermag.com with “Overseen and Overheard” in 
the subject line, or tweet with #OnO to @reportermag.

Definition taken from http://thefreedictionary.com.
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THAT GUY

RICKY 
GORDON
by Evan Williams | photographs by Matthew Burkhartt

    uring his five years here at RIT, Production 
Cook Ricky Gordon has become a familiar face, 
and possibly a more familiar voice, for on-campus 
diners. The Brick City Café chef has gained a 
reputation for his chops behind the grill and his big 
personality. He’s also probably scared more than 
a couple of indecisive freshmen over the years. 

The 57-year-old Rochester native has always 
known he’s wanted to work in the kitchen, and has 
been doing so ever since he got his start as a kitchen 
assistant at the age of 13. From then on, he’s worked at 
a numerous other places, including a stint at Eastman 
Kodak that he recalls fondly — despite a rough start. 
“I took the job at Eastman Kodak in 1974,” said 
Gordon. “And I quit after the first day”. Despite his 
dissatisfaction, his mother convinced him to go back. 
Eventually, he landed the job he wanted as a baker. 
“Best job I ever had,” he recalled. “It was like a family.”

Even though Gordon would prefer to work back in 
the kitchen, he loves working and interacting with 
students at the Brick City Café grill. “That’s the best 
part,” he says. “I tell people to have a nice day, call 
young ladies Cinderella to try and make them smile. 
I like to have fun.” And even though he may seem a 
bit intense when taking orders, it comes with the 
territory. “Behind the grill you’ve got to be ready to 
go. When I’m not behind the grill, I’m a more low-
key person,” he explains. “I don’t mean no harm 
to anybody; I don’t mean to disrespect anybody.” 

The father of three loves making shrimp scampi 
at home, and brings that same passion to Brick City. 
“When I cook, it’s as if I’m making it for myself,” he says. 
It’s this attitude that has students lined up for Tech Crew 
sandwiches and cheeseburgers daily. Just make sure you 
know what you want when it’s your turn to order.  

D

You still have time.
The Savannah College of Art and Design is a private, 

nonprofit, accredited institution conferring 

bachelor’s and master’s degrees at distinctive 

locations and online to prepare talented students 

for professional careers. Learn more.

scad.edu/stilltime
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here are four iguanas 
down in the GOS sub-
basement, and each has 
its own personality. The 
smaller ones like to bite 
if you try to hold them, 
so Buckley hands me a 
tamer one. They are not 
nearly as large as the 
green iguanas sold in 

pet stores, but they are much darker. They are 
all spiny-tailed iguanas, named for the small 
bumps on their ribbed tails. Some of them 
are older than me, but still very quick. They 
had not warmed up yet that morning, so the 
little ones mostly just hid.

These iguanas are Buckley’s passion. He 
has been with RIT since 1998 and has been 
actively researching the biology of spiny-
tailed iguanas for over a decade, catching 
his subjects in the wild. He uses his research 
as a means of animal conservation. As 
with many native animals, their habitat is 
always decreasing. According to the Iguana 
Specialist Group’s (ISG) website, iguanas are 
important seed dispersers for many native 
plants, so their survival is crucial.

Buckley caught three of the iguanas in 
different regions of Mexico, and one in 
Panama. They all have different dwellings in 
the wild: One lives in trees, one in holes in the 
ground and another in cacti. None of them 
could survive the harsh cold of Rochester, 
so they stay tucked away in small tanks in a 
warm room, each with their own UV lamp 
and heated rock.

Regulating the temperature of Buckley’s 
sub-basement room is more than a 
comfort for the iguanas; it is vital for their 
well-being. “Temperature, for them, is a 
dimmer switch on their life,” says Buckley. 
“If their temperature goes down, every 
single physiological response — bacteria to 
digestion to sight to hearing — everything 
goes down.” 

While Buckley’s iguanas were not harmed 
during a week and a half of 45 degree weather 
during a major power outage in 2003, such 
sustained cold temperatures could seriously 
damage their health. That being said, keeping 
the lizards as warm as possible for as long as 
possible would not be good either. “At night 
you have to turn the lights out,” explains 
Buckley. “If you kept them warm all the time, 
it would be like drinking ‘5-Hour Energy’ all 
the time every day.”

Buckley deliberately minimizes his 

interactions with the iguanas so they do not 
domesticate. He visits the room a few days a 
week to replace the iguanas’ collard greens 
and water. Occasionally he also collects tissue 
samples retrieved from toenail clippings, 
which he uses for DNA sequencing. He uses 
the information extracted from the DNA 
to contribute to the knowledge of iguana 
evolution, their biology and conservation 
methods.

Buckley finds it interesting that the genetic 
material of each species differs from the 
others by about 10 percent. We share more 
genes in common with chimpanzees than 
one species of spiny-tailed iguana shares with 
another.  Geneticists take this to mean that 
the spiny-tailed genus of iguana evolved 15 
to 30 million years ago. In other words,  the 
iguanas are very old, genetically speaking.

Some students are working with Buckley 
on iguana DNA sequencing, including 
third year biology major Moriah Jamison. 
She is working on amplifying a sample of 
DNA from an iguana outside of Buckley’s 
collection. Amplifying a specific gene in 
DNA involves replicating that specific gene 
many times, to make the sequencing more 
effective. Buckley believes the sample is 
degraded, which means it is not amplifying 
well. As a result, Buckley and Jamison will 
rework future strategies for success.

When asked if Jamison got to play with the 
lizards too, Buckley responds, “The students 
don’t go down in the basement much. I don’t 
make them clean cages or anything.” 

“I appreciate that,” Jamison quips. Buckley 
laughs heartily.

The education component of Buckley’s 
iguana research extends far beyond the lab. 

He has, on a few occasions, taken one of his 
tamer iguanas to grade schools. He has also 
taken several trips to Mexico, where iguanas 
are as common as “squirrels or white-tailed 
deer,” to educate the people there on how to 
take care of  the lizards. However, Buckley is 
amazed that the Mexican people know their 
iguana species so well already. He wants the 
people there to continue using iguanas for 
food and other needs, but with a mindset that 
these animals should not be over-hunted. 
He hopes to ultimately help to achieve 
conservation of the species. 

Some of his trips yield even rarer victories 
for iguana conservation. “I found a new 
species of iguana in Honduras about 12 
years ago, described it and named it,” says 
Buckley. He called the creature Ctenosaura 
melanosterna, which means “black-chested 
spiny-tailed iguana.” Despite the similarity 
in name, this is not the species of iguana he 
studies at RIT. Buckley also reports that he 
may have discovered even more species that 
remain unclassified. 

Buckley remains active in iguana 
conservation as a member of the ISG, a 
network that advises the International Union 
for the Conservation of Nature on how to set 
the conservation statuses of various iguana 
species. Spiny-tailed iguanas are just one of 
many genus of iguana which the ISG is focused 
on conserving.

As time passes and Buckley describes his love 
of field research — in fact if not for funding, 
he would be in the field all the time — I could 
feel the iguana’s body temperature rising in my 
warm hands. I return the iguana to Buckley, 
imaging the voyage this iguana must have 
undergone: from a wild lizard bathing on the 
side of the road in the hot Mexican sun, to here 
in the GOS sub-basement. And with Buckley’s 
influence, what was once the former human 
gross anatomy lab is now a haven for the spiny-
tailed iguanas. 

T
I could feel the 
iguana’s body 

temprature  rising 
in my warm hands.

“

”

THE LIZARDS     
LOWER BASEMENT

 IN 
THE

There is a locked door in the A-level of Gosnell Hall (GOS,08). Beyond it a stairway leads further downwards.  

Dr. Larry Buckley, a professor in the School of Life Sciences, unlocks the door, and together we descended 

even lower, to the sub-basement. There is a concrete hallway sparsely decorated with murals, ending in a 

small, well-heated room. The smell is strange, but not unbearably foul. The room is lighted with ultraviolet 

(UV) lamps — an important accommodation for the health of the creatures that dwelled there: iguanas.

by Kayla Emerson | photograph by Marcus Elliott
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story and photographs by Jonathan Foster

The RIT Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) Tiger Battalion spent 
four days to the east of Ithaca, N. Y. for their spring Joint Field Training 
Exercise with Cornell University and other incorporated colleges.

Cadets mustered shortly after 5 a.m. outside Facilities Management 
(FMS, 99) along Wiltsie Drive, in the early morning light Thursday, 
April 27. By the end of the day it would be snowing; by the end of the 
weekend it was warm and sunny.

The exercise is designed to evaluate the leadership skills of MSIIIs 
— third year cadets — through different military challenges while 

they command underclassmen. There are three types of challenges, 
or “lanes”: company patrol, situational training exercises and field 
leadership reaction courses. The various lanes range from assaulting a 
Sappa (fictional enemy force) bunker with paintball guns to rescuing a 
“downed pilot” with improvised Swiss Seat harnesses. 

Currently, the MSIIIs are preparing for their four week long 
Leadership Development and Assessment Course at Fort Lewis, Wash. 
this summer. 

MS III cadet Amy Stafford, a third year Advertising Photography major, 
puts her hair into a bun before land navigation Thursday afternoon.

Opposite (clockwise from top left) Above (clockwise from top)

Adam Podolec takes cover behind a tree with his M16, equipped with 
a blank adapter, while in security at a lane, or challenge. Cadets face 
outward to cover 360 degrees of direction while in security.

Mechanical Engineering student Jordan Matteo and other members of 
Podolec's squad camouflage their Kevlar helmets during a  
reconnaissance lane.

The third squad, second platoon of A company slogs to their first Field 
Leadership Reaction Course (FLRC) early Sunday morning. MSIIIs are 
evaluated for their squad leadership skills in the FLRC lanes, which are 
rarely finished in the time allotted time.

James Humbert approaches a mock Improvised Explosive Device (IED) 
factory to take a prisoner. A fighter of the fictional opposing Sapa Forces 
lays dead on the right beside a mock IED.

Cadets lay out sleep systems before lights out Saturday night. Red light is 
used to allow the eye's rhodosporin stores to last longer and in turn, preserve 
night vision. 

WAR GAMES A WEEKEND WITH TIGER BATTALION



Tim Kremers
First year 
Mechanical Engineering

“Cleaner, greener

FUEL.”

1312 Leisure | 04.20.1212 Views | 05.11.12

WORD ON THE STREET

WHAT FUTURE 

TECHNOLOGY 

ARE YOU MOST 

EXCITED FOR?

Jamal Campbell
First year 
Criminal Justice

Gale Schneider (left)
SUNY Brockport ‘03, Biology

Brooks Schneider (right)
Mechanical Engineering ‘78

“Alternative energy, as it 

applies to transportation in particular..”

photographs by Juan Madrid

“JET BOOTS. 
  Like click-click-boom-FLY!”

Elizabeth Phillips
Fifth year 
Electrical Engineering 

“FLYING
 CARS.
  That would be fun.”
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Expecting nice weather 
for the season? Too 
bad! Trollchester 
strikes again!

Monday, 8:57 a.m. (text)

Is there anything 
worse than being 
stuck in class all 
day with wet socks?

Tuesday, 3:39 p.m. (text)

If I’ve learned anything 
this week, it’s that I am 
nowhere near as in 
shape as I thought I 
was. Thanks, HvZ.

Tuesday, 6:41 p.m. (text)

I’d like to think that I get 
a blueberry muffin with 
my coffee just so I can 
see the cute pastry 
girl at Artesano’s, but 
in reality I think I just 
really like muffins.

Wednesday, 9:10 a.m. (text)

If vodka was water 
and I were a duck, 
I ’d  sw im to  the 
bottom and never 
come up. But water’s 
not vodka and I’m 
not a duck, so pass 
me the bottle and 
shut the [duck] up.

Wednesday, 11:25 p.m. (text)

Every time my profes-
sor says “Chebyshev’s 
inequality,” it sounds 
like he’s saying “Chevy 
Chase.” Guess I’m too 
excited for “Community” 
tonight.

Thursday, 10:34 a.m. (text)

Hey RINGS, I  just 
found a 7-year-old 
issue of REPORTER in 
the tunnels. It talks 
about porn, war 
and robots. RIT 
hasn’t changed a bit. 

Friday, 1:05 a.m. (text)

Saw someone 
carrying a broom 
in a sports bag. 
I’ve really stopped 
being surprised 
by this school.

Friday, 7:17 a.m. (text)

The new enrollment 
sucks tiger [tail]. 

Friday, 10:03 a.m. (text)

Girls puking  at the 
TE3 bus stop, it’s only 11. 
LET’S GET WEIRD!

Saturday, 11:18 a.m. (text)

the
green 
reality

by Danielle Delp | illustration by Justine Raymond

ou still bought a 24-pack of plastic water bottles. When 
you’re done with them, odds are those water bottles will 
end up in a landfill all the same. Did you really make 
an environmentally-friendly choice? Or were you simply 

conned by yet another marketing ploy? If there’s one truth in all of 
economics, it’s that marketing can make you believe anything. And if 
someone thinks they can benefit or make a profit from deceiving you, 
they will do so without hesitation.

Take organic farming, for example. Pesticides and chemical fertilizer 
are nasty products, so organic food is grown without them. Less pesticides 
mean fewer toxins in the environment, and less chemical fertilizers means 
healthier land and water. The price to pay for this, however, is lower crop 
yield per unit of land. That’s why those organic bananas at the store cost 
twice as much as their-mass produced counterparts. 

If it’s better for the environment, though, isn’t it better to buy organic 
food anyway? Not really. Bananas are bananas — they can only grow 
in tropical climates. Organic or not, bananas purchased at a store in 
Rochester were undoubtedly shipped there from halfway across the 
globe — burning excess fossil fuels and releasing massive amounts of 
greenhouse gas in the process. “Organic” never guarantees “local,” no 
matter what the product is. Even if an organic crop was grown on a farm 
in the U.S., odds are it was still shipped massive distances due to the 
excessive demand for organic food. But hey, if the product looks better 
than its traditionally-grown counterpart and its label tells you it’s better 
for you, odds are you will still buy it without a second thought.

Retail companies aren’t the only ones who will manipulate your 
thinking with bad data; environmental activists are also guilty of 

false marketing. The wind farm controversy is probably their most 
well-known failings. When birds fly near wind turbines, there is 
a possibility of death from impact. The number of bird deaths per 
turbine per year was estimated by a 2007 U.S. National Academy of 
Sciences study to be no more than .03, for a nationwide total of 40,000 
birds per year. In contrast, cats were estimated to kill at least several 
million birds yearly. Still, the notion that wind power was harming 
some animals was enough to set activists off, leading to a smear 
campaign and a subsequently poor public opinion of wind farms. If 
future technology leads to the possibility of widespread clean energy 
through wind farms, people may be unwilling to support the program 
because of the misinformation they’ve been fed.

I’m not saying the green movement should be avoided — far from 
it, actually. Environmental problems are a reality, and it’s good to 
actually care about how clean the food, water and air that enters your 
body is. There are some genuinely “green” products out there, like 
phosphorus-free soap, but many proponents of the green movement 
have been taken advantage of by mass marketing and propaganda. If 
you choose to support a green cause or make a green lifestyle change, 
I only ask that you do so carefully. For every genuinely good cause 
out there, there are a dozen causes trying to spin it to their advantage. 
Don’t accept everything you hear or read. Check your facts twice, and 
make sure you’re getting reliable information so you don’t actually do 
the environment more harm than good. 

Y

The opinions expressed are solely those of the author and do not reflect 
the views of REPORTER.

You’re out shopping at Wegmans when 
you notice 24-bottle cases of water are 
on sale. The packaging boasts a bright 
green label proudly proclaiming that 
each bottle contains 50 percent less 
plastic than the company’s previous 
model. Good for the environment, and 
affordable? Sold! 
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